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Diagnosis but No Cure 


Evaluation of a Saturday Evening Post Article 


By RUDOLPH F. NORDEN 


In the June 14, 1958, issue of the 
Saturday Evening Post Paui Tillich, the 
celebrated professor on the faculty of 
the Harvard Divinity School, had the 
opportunity to address himself to a 
readership of millions. His article, 
“The Lost Dimension in Religion,” 
posed a vital problem, but offered no 
solution. 

Dr. Tillich chose to use the valuable 
space at his disposal mainly to say that 
the present resurgence of interest in re- 
ligion is meaningless and that evan- 
gelical Christianity, with its adherence 
to literal Bible truths, can do and is 
doing nothing to save modern man 
from his frightful spiritual vacuum. If 
the reader, down to the last two para- 
graphs, expects to learn from the author 
just where salvation lies, he is dis- 
appointed at every turn. 


Tillich’s Diagnosis 


Dr. Tillich opens his presentation by 
declaring that the “decisive element in 
the predicament of Western man in our 
period is his loss of the dimension of 
depth.” Loss of the depth dimension is 
seen from this, that man in his present 
circumstance has no satisfactory an- 
swer to the question: What is the mean- 
ing of life? Far from having the answer, 
the man of today does not even ask the 
question, nor is he eager to entertain 
replies. 

The dimension of depth, Tillich ex- 
plains, is “the religious dimension in 
man’s nature.” Here the author speaks 
of “religion” in a wide sense and in its 
basic and universal meanings to man’s 
being. Beyond this he distinguishes a 
religion in a narrower sense, namely, 
religion as belief “in the existence of 
gods or one God,” along with its or- 
ganized means of worshiping Him and 
institutionalized ways of serving Him. 


In his step-by-step search, Tillich 
probes further: How did man lose his 
dimension of depth? How did he come 
to such a pass as to be deaf to the voice 
of ultimate concern? The answer here 
seems to be man’s new alignment with 
the world, “in which nature is being 
subjected scientifically and technically 
to the control of man.” Man has em- 
barked on a scientific venture to push 
back his physical horizons, pressing on 


and on, even to space regions beyona 
the world’s gravitational field. The mo 
tion is always forward in horizontai 
progression. But why push ahead’ 
From man comes no answer. He ha: 
perfected many tools and has madd 
himself a tool for industrial progress: 
But what are the tools for? Silence 
Man has lost himself as a human being 
and is become a “thing among tha 
things he produces.” 


Tillich proceeds with his next thesis 
With the loss of the dimension of deptk 
the Western world lost also the meaning 
behind its historic religions: Judais 
and Christianity. The author maintains 
religion itself contributed to this loss 
by insisting on literal interpretations ob 
Creation, the Fall of Man, and “the 
Saviour and the salvation throught 
Him.” He reasons that these events andc 
accounts should have been presented 
only as “symbols.” 


The “symbol” of Creation, sayy 
Tillich, points to “the divine ground ofi 
everything”; the Fall of Man, to “thes 
tragic estrangement of man and _ his: 
world from their true being”; thes 
Saviour and the salvation through Him,) 
to “the healing power in history and! 
personal life.” 


Where and how does Western mani 
express his utter emptiness? In the’ 
great art, literature, and partly in the; 
philosophy of our time. “It is both the: 
subject matter and the style of these. 
creations which show the passionate 
and often tragic struggle about the 
meaning of life.” Among the philoso- 
phers are the existentialists, who address 
themselves to the problem of human ex- 
istence. How do they express the hu- 
man predicament? Tillich _ replies: 
“...in anxiety and guilt and the feeling 
of meaninglessness.” 


Tillich’s “No Cure” 


Tillich does exceptionally well in 
sketching the dilemma of modern man 
in no man’s land, where neither right 
questions nor right answers are forth- 
coming. So the reader asks: Is there no 
balm in Gilead? Does Dr. Tillich have 
a solution to the problem? If he does, 
he withholds it from the readers of the 
Saturday Evening Post. In fact, the 
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J. Besser (left) and Rev. G. Luebke 
study map showing church site 


Besser Foundation Gives 
Site for Day School 


The 100 pupils of Immanuel Lu- 
_theran School at Alpena, Mich., are 
_ taught in three locations: the old one- 
room school, a classroom in the church 
basement, and a converted classroom in 
a dwelling owned by the congregation. 

Because the present church property 
was inadequate for an expanded pro- 
gram and no property adjacent to the 
sanctuary was available, Immanuel’s 
members for several years faced the 
problem of meeting the growing need 
for additional facilities. 

Local industrialist Jesse Besser, head 
_ of the Besser Foundation and president 

of the Besser Corporation, which 
_ manufactures concrete-masonry-making 
- equipment, recognized the value of the 
Lutheran Christian day school to the 
community. Non-Lutheran, he offered 
Immanuel Congregation sufficient land 
for long-range needs. 

_ After meetings with the church’s 

Planning Committee, Mr. Besser pre- 
sented to Rev. Gerhard W. Luebke for 
Immanuel Congregation the deed to 
-8.7 acres as a gift from the Besser 
Foundation. 

About two miles from the church, 
_ the plot is in a choice area developing 
into a cultural center of Alpena. The 
new Community College is 
erected nearby. Across U. S. Highway 
23, on which the parochial school site 
is located, are two newly developed 
subdivisions. 

Work has begun on a six-classroom 
school, which will include offices, li- 
brary, cafeteria, kitchen, and gym- 
-nasium. The goal for completion of 
- the building is January 1, 1959. 
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ELCE Buys Office 
Building in London 


The Executive Council of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of England 
purchased “a_ four-storied freehold 
office building with full basement” at 
a cost of £13,500 (U. S. — $37,935), 
the British Lutheran reports. 

Located near the British Museum, 
the new headquarters are on Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury, book trade center. 

Films and books will be displayed 
on the ground level. Upper floors will 
provide space for ELCE offices. 

A loan of £12,000 ($33,720) from 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League of Aus- 
tralia made the purchase possible. 


Slovak Synod Pastor 
Heads Japan Center 


Rev. George Paul Vojtko, 44, has ac- 
cepted the appointment of service pas- 
tor and director of the Lutheran Service 
Center in Tachikawa, Japan. 

He is the first rep- 


resentative of the 
16,000-member  Slo- 
vak Ev. Lutheran 


Church to join the 
staff of the Lutheran 
Service Commission. 

After his nine-year 
pastorate of the 1,050- 
member SS. Peter and 
Paul Church at Lake- 


Pastor Vojtko 


wood, Ohio — the 
largest congregation in the Slovak 
Synod — Pastor Vojtko succeeds Rev. 


Milford C. Brelje, who vacated the 
Tachikawa position last April to re- 
enter the parish ministry. 

A graduate of Concordia Seminary, 


Be sure to read the 
Special Edition of 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
September 23, 1958 
for an insight into 
SYNOD’S . 
WORLDWIDE PROGRAM 


(411) 


St. Louis, Pastor Vojtko is a member 
of the Slovak Church’s Doctrinal Unity 
Committee. During World War II he 
was a service pastor of the Missouri 
Synod’s Army and Navy Commission. 
He is unmarried. 

Operated by the LSC, the Tachikawa 
Center is one of 39 providing off-station 
recreation for servicemen. A 40th is 
expected to open soon in Okinawa. 


United Lutherans Study 
Male Diaconate 


The Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 
for Stewardship will study the possible 
use of laymen in a male diaconate, or 
full-time service, for the United Lu- 
theran Church in America. 

Appointment of a seven-member 
committee to make the study was an- 
nounced at the semiannual meeting of 
the movement’s executive committee. 

If the male diaconate is formed, 
members would assist pastors in admin- 
istrative and other nonclerical duties. 

The Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 
has raised $10,000,000 in the last four 
years to aid in the construction of 142 
church buildings in the U. S. and 
Canada, Dr. Henry Endress, executive 
director, announced. So far this year, 
more than $1,000,000 has been raised 
in 18 different fund campaigns, he re- 
ported. Members in the movement 
underwrite the total cost of the church’s 
stewardship program. 


Cites Different Aims of 
Clergymen, Psychiatrists 
In Helping Neurotics 


Dr. Paul E. Meehl, a University of 
Minnesota psychologist and a Lutheran 
layman, told 40 clergymen of different 
faiths that the pastor and the psychia- 
trist have different aims when they seek 
to help neurotics with guilt feelings. 

The psychiatrist helps restore the 
disturbed person to physical and psychic 
health while the clergyman’s responsi- 
bility is to restore the sinner to spiritual 
and moral health, Dr. Meehl stated at 
a pastoral-psychology workshop at Saint 
John’s University in Collegeville, Minn. 

Affiliated with Christ Church, Min- 
neapolis, Dr. Meehl is a member of the 
Missouri Synod. 


News of the Church in the World 


Congratulating First Negro deaconess in Synod, l.—r.: 


Leet 


Misses Melba Augustin 


of Lutheran Community Center volunteer staff; Geraldine Eubanks, deaconess; 


Alma Hermann of Deaconess Association; 


Anna Bentfeld and Anna Beck of 


Center; Betty Dickens, student nurse, partly hidden. 


First Negro Deaconess 
In Synod Enters Service 


Geraldine Eubanks of St. Louis be- 
came the first Negro deaconess in the 
Missouri Synod when she was com- 
missioned on August 10. 

Through Miss Anna Beck, director 
of the Lutheran Community Centers 
in St. Louis, the Eubankses had their 
first contact with the Lutheran Church. 
“Gerry was about six or seven years 
old when she joined our group work,” 
said Miss Beck. “Gerry was always a 
good Christian influence in the Center 
and also in the neighborhood.” 

The two local Lutheran Community 
Centers are sponsored financially and 
through voluntary assistance by the 
Lutheran Business Women and friends. 

“I wouldn’t think of missing the 
ceremony,’ commented Miss Anna 
Bentfeld, R. N., who devotes much of 
her spare time to working with under- 
privileged children at the Centers. “It 
was a great day to see one of our girls 
enter the missionary service of the 
church.” 

The Lutheran Ladies’ Aid for Neigh- 
borhood Missions and the St. Louis 
Chapter of the Lutheran Deaconess As- 
sociation helped Gerry meet her col- 
lege expenses at Valparaiso University. 

During the past two summers she 
worked with handicapped and feeble- 
minded children at Bethesda Lutheran 
Home in Watertown, Wis. This month 
she began her work as deaconess in 
the parish of Faith Church, Kansas 
City, Kans. 

Lutheran Hospital Chaplain Edward 
J. Mahnke, who baptized Gerry, her 
mother, and her 12 brothers and sis- 
ters, officiated at the commissioning 
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service, conducted in Good Samaritan 
Lutheran Chapel, St.Louis. Rev. 
George H. Liebenow, former pastor of 
the chapel, preached. 

The consecration rite for a deaconess 
was performed by Prof. Elmer E. Foel- 
ber, board member of the Lutheran 
Deaconess Association within the Mis- 
souri Synod and affiliated synods. 

Baptized in the same class with Gerry 
at Good Samaritan was Betty Dickens, 
another girl from the Center. She is 
now one of the first Negro student 
nurses in training at Lutheran Hospital 
in St. Louis. 


Youth Counselor Does 
Mental Health Research 


Victor Stoeffler, member of Imman- 
uel Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., and a product of its day school, 
has been chosen to do research work at 
the National Institute of Mental Health, 
Bethesda, Md. 

With a Master of Science degree in 
Social Work from the University of 
Michigan, Mr. Stoeffler will assist Dr. 
Nicholas Long, an authority on mental 
health at the University of Michigan 
Hospital. Both men will work at 
Bethesda under Dr. Fritz Redl, nation- 
ally famous psychiatrist. 

Active in Gamma Delta, Mr. Stoeffler 
was president of the Student Council 
University Chapel. 

For the past four summers he was 
a special counselor at the U. of M. 
Fresh Air Camp for emotionally dis- 
turbed boys. He had become interested 
in boys’ and girls’ training and welfare 
at Lu-La-Lea Lutheran Camp _ near 
West Branch, Mich., in 1949 and 1950. 
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Rev. V. B. Skov, 99, 
Ordained 69 Years Ago 


Rev. Villads Bunde Skov, who) 
marked the 69th anniversary of hiss 
ordination on April 9, was 99 years old! 
on June 12. 

Now retired, he came to America} 
in 1881 from Denmark, where he had} 
been a teacher. Asked to teach in Our: 
Savior Lutheran School in Perth Am-- 
boy, N.J., he promised to accept iff 
he could attend college for two years} 
to improve his English. He spoke Dan- - 
ish and German fluently. 

At Luther College, Decorah, Iowa, , 
he was encouraged to prepare for the: 
holy ministry. He then attended at 
theological seminary in Minneapolis. . 

The church in Perth} 


Amboy, where Da-- 
nish was the language : 
of the community, , 


needed a pastor int 
1889 and called stu-- 
dent Skov. He was; 
permitted to graduate : 
in April so that he! 
could leave immedi- - 
ately for his work: 
with Our Savior Con- - 
gregation. For 37 years he served that | 
church until his retirement in 1926. 
Although he maintained membership : 
in the Missouri Synod and the English » 
District, his congregation, Our Savior, 
continued as an independent body. 
After his retirement he became a 
member of Our Redeemer Church in 
Fords, N. J. In 1908 he had started the | 
mission which, under the leadership of 
Rey. Arthur L. Kreyling affiliated with | 
the Missouri Synod. 
With two daughters, Signata and _ 
Bodil, Pastor Skov still lives in Fords. 
Another daughter, Mrs. Dagmar 
Grelck, resides in Brooklyn, N. Y.; a 
son, Waldemar, in Plainfield, N. J., is 
chemist. Another son, Rev. Bunde Vil- 
ladson Skov, was the late pastor of 
Bethany Church, Elmhurst, N. Y. 
Two grandsons are Missouri Synod 
pastors: Frederick Skov, Slater, Mo., 
and Richard Skov, Foster, Nebr. 
Three years ago Mrs. Skov died at. 
the age of 95. This year would have 
been their 69th wedding anniversary. 
Although the pastor emeritus is a 
communicant member of Our Redeemer 
Church, an Atlantic District congrega- 
tion, where Rev. Eldon R. Stohs is now 
pastor, Pastor Skov retains his pastoral 
membership in the English District. — 
From the Atlantic District Edition. 


Rev. V.B.Skov 
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Receives Copies of | 
peration a Tension” 


ided to issue a series of seven two- 
te radio programs with a solid 
spel message to help allay the ten- 
and fears of a disturbed world, 
le did the LLL staff realize the far- 
saching effect the decision would have. 
t only were the devotions and 
yers for peace sent to the more than 
QO radio stations in the United 
tes, but they were also mailed to 
7 United States Senator and Repre- 
tive and to the 48 governors. 
eaction was immediate and _ posi- 
. Hundreds of radio stations re- 
ned a card indicating they planned 
ise the message on the air. In letters 
the St. Louis headquarters of the 
ue, Congressmen and governors 
ed the idea, and many indicated 
planned to use the material. 

e climax of “Operation a Tension,” 
€ program was termed, came when 
dent Eisenhower personally ac- 
a copy of the script and a re- 
g disc from Dr. Oswald Hoff- 
Lutheran Hour speaker, who 
ared the messages and prayers. 
‘script for the President was 
ally bound in red morocco leather 
imprinted in gold by Concordia 
shing House. 

peration a Tension” was launched 
day after United States troops 
cd in Lebanon. The Gospel mes- 
ritten, the recordings proc- 
mailing completed in 


an a week. EEK. 
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News of the Church in the World 


The best man was strapped to a 


Best Man at Wedding 
Comes on a Stretcher 


In the Gillette Hospital for Crippled 
Children, St. Paul, Minn., husky PFC. 
William Evans, 23, and his auburn- 
haired bride, Nancy Braaten of Aurora, 
Minn., were married. Rev. Adolph E. 
Frey, a Wisconsin Synod institutional 
chaplain for more than 30 years, per- 
formed the ceremony. 

“It was for Norman’s benefit that 
we were married in the hospital,” said 
Nancy. “He was looking forward to 
the wedding so much, and it was the 
only way he could attend.” 

The bridegroom wanted his brother 
to be best man. Strapped to a “standing 
table,’ Norman served smilingly. 

The 19-year-old Wrenshall, Minn., 
youth has been hospitalized at Gil- 
lette because of crippling multiple scle- 
rosis. 

Nurses helped decorate the audi- 
torium. The music therapist played the 
wedding music. 

Only 10 days before the ceremony, 
Nancy, who had a curvature of the 
spine since she was 11, was released 
from Gillette Hospital and pronounced 
cured. 


Briefly Told 


Students’ Choice. “Dr. Ewald V. 
Nolte, a graduate of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, Seward, Nebr., and faculty 
member of Northwestern University’s 
School of Music, was one of six North- 
western professors receiving a citation 
from the Syllabus, student yearbook of 


(413) 


“standing table.” 


1958. The citations, based on student 
choice, honored “men who by their ex- 
ceptional attainments and interest have 
been so successful in the eyes of their 
students.” Dr. Nolte, a communicant 
member of Grace Lutheran Church in 
Evanston, IIi., directs the chapel music 
at the university. 


Baptized at 81. Omar Rosenkrans, 
81-year-old resident of the Waukesha 
County Home, was recently baptized 
by Rey. C. H. Clausing, pastor of Saint 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Oconomowoc, 
Wis. “This is a stupendous event in my 
life. I am certainly happy to be a mem- 
ber of Christ and a member of St. Paul’s 
Church,” was Mr. Rosenkrans’ com- 
ment on his Baptism. 


Aid for Typhoon Victims. Lutheran 
World Relief helped supply food and 
clothing to thousands of victims of Ty- 
phoon Winnie that lashed the east coast 
of Taiwan in July. Hwalien City, where 
15% of the homes were completely 
destroyed, was flooded with six feet of 
water for 36 hours. 


Moves. Rev. Robert S. Graetz, ALC 
pastor of nearly all-Negro Trinity Lu- 
theran Church in Montgomery, Ala., 
accepted a call to St. Philip’s Church, 
Columbus, Ohio, which also has 
a largely Negro membership. In 1956 
he gained nationwide attention as one 
of the few Montgomery white people 
to join the publicized Negro protest 
against the seating policy on the city’s 
bus system. The brick home in which 
Pastor and Mrs. Graetz and their four 
children lived was twice damaged by 
bombs. A third bomb was a dud. 


A Reel of Celluloid 


AND 


A Spool of Tape 


Our church brings the Gospel to penitent sinners 
behind prison bars 


O: Judgment Day the Lord will say 
to those on His right: “I was in 
prison, and ye came unto Me.” 

“When saw we Thee .. . in prison 
and came unto Thee?” those on the 
right will ask. 


The Son of God will answer: “Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 


Visiting a lonely prisoner in the name 
of Christ — He assures all believers — 
is the same as visiting Christ! 


Behind Bars 


By your support of your local con- 
gregation, your District, and your Synod 
you make it possible for institutional 
chaplains to minister to the unfortunates 
behind prison bars. 


One of the men performing this 
service for you is Chaplain Henry F. 


Gerecke, Army chaplain during World 
War II and chaplain to German 
prisoners at the Nuremberg trials for 
war crimes. He ministered to Hermann 
Goering — founder of the Nazi Ge- 
stapo and the man Hitler designated as 
his successor — shortly before his sui- 
cide. 
City in Itself 


Since 1950 Pastor Gerecke has been 
chaplain of the Illinois State Security 
Hospital at Menard, just outside the 
city of Chester. This institution houses 
mental patients confined because of 
crimes and acts of violence. 


Chaplain Gerecke is also active at 
the Chester penitentiary, where he 
assists the prison chaplain in preaching, 
instructing, and counseling. 


Menard Penitentiary, a city in itself, 
manufactures much of the clothing, 
furniture, and other necessities required 


by its 2,340 inmates, and processes most 
of the food. 


Three thousand acres of farmland, 
worked by prisoners, yield fruit, veg- 
etables, grain, and tobacco; large herds 
of cattle supply milk and meat. Under- 
wear, clothing, caps, gloves, stockings, 
brooms, and brushes are made in the 
shops. 


To be a chaplain to a sprawling in- 
stitution such as this, is like being a mis- 
sionary at large to a bustling metro- 
politan area. 


Suspicion 


When Chaplain Gerecke arrived at 
Menard in July 1950, he discovered that 
work among prisoners was not going to 
be easy — especially among the de- 
spondent patients in the prison hos- 
pital, who were his special charge. 


They were understandably suspicious 
of any outsider. Had he perhaps been 
sent by a lawyer to wheedle incriminat- 
ing information out of them? What 
were his motives? : 

Even among healthy patients in full 
possession of their mental powers he | 
had difficulty arousing interest — ex- 
cept among a handful — in the message 
of Christ and salvation. Attendance at 
services averaged only 60 to 75 at first. 

Early in 1953 Chaplain Gerecke 
started showing the films of Synod’s tele- 
vision program “This Is the Life” to 
help make the Gospel message clear to 
his particular type of audience. 

Through the co-operation of Warden 
Ross V. Randolph, the facilities of the 


“Never before have I seen communi- 


cants with a deeper longing for the 
Sacrament.” 
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Because requests for personal counseling are so numerous, Chaplain 
Gerecke (right) has difficulty scheduling them all. - 


prison’s auditorium were secured, mak- 
ing projection of “This Is the Life” pos- 
sible on a large screen. 


“I Never Knew” 


Almost overnight the scope of Chap- 
lain Gerecke’s ministry changed com- 
pletely. Attendance at services jumped 
from 75 to 250, a figure maintained 
consistently for five years, except dur- 
ing the summer months. 


Prisoners who formerly had no use 
for the Gospel were attracted by the 
“This Is the Life” approach. Those who 
had considered the Gospel irrelevant to 
their own lives — “something only for 
churchgoers” — suddenly saw the rele- 
vance of God’s love in Christ. 


“Pastor, I never knew what it was 
all about. But that picture made it 
plain as day! If only I had seen that 
picture a couple of years ago, I wouldn’t 

“be here now,” a shaken prisoner told 
the chaplain ,after one of the first show- 
ings. 

With tears another inmate said: “I’ve 
been coming to see these pictures now 
for quite a few months. If I had never 
seen these pictures, I would never know 
that Jesus is my Savior. God bless you, 
Chaplain.” 


As a result of his prison television 
ministry, Pastor Gerecke reports, he 
has received so many urgent requests 
for personal counseling sessions that he 
cannot possibly find the time to do 
justice to them all. 


58 Prisoners 


Under God, Chaplain Gerecke attrib- 
utes much of the spiritual harvest at 
Menard to the unique suitability of the 
“filmed Word” to the special needs of 
his ministry. “Your program is the 
greatest evangelistic movement ever to 
hit the men at this place,” he wrote to 
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“This Is the Life” headquarters some 
time ago. 


Under the Spirit’s blessing he has 
been privileged to baptize many pris- 
oners. Through instructions he has pre- 
pared 58 prisoners to receive the Lord’s 
Supper. He now conducts Communion 
services regularly. “Never before in my 
life have I seen communicants with a 
deeper longing for the Sacrament,” re- 
ports the chaplain. 


When Melvin F. Schlake, executive 
secretary of Synod’s Television Pro- 
duction Committee, visited the prison 
recently, he attended the Communion 
service, a picture of which appears 
with this article. As the prisoners filed 
out, one who had partaken of the Sac- 
rament shook Mr. Schlake’s hand, then 
with a misty eye and a husky voice 
said: “I would never have known about 
Jesus if it hadn’t been for your church’s 
TV program.” 

“Piped” 


Chaplain Gerecke also makes regu- 
lar use of the communication system by 
which radio programs and music are 
“piped” into the prison cells. In this 
he is helped by Orville Hodge, former 
Auditor of the State of Illinois, by 
David Saunders, editor of the Menard 
Time, monthly prison paper, and by 
other members growing in faith. Work- 
ing together, they maintain a Christ- 
centered spiritual program within the 
walls of the prison. 

Among the programs “piped” into 
the cells regularly are “Portals of 
Prayer,” produced by Concordia Pub- 
lishing House and distributed by Radio 
Station KFUO, and occasionally “The 
Family Worship Hour,” produced and 
distributed by the Lutheran. Laymen’s 
League. 


How the founders of our Synod 
would rub their eyes in incredulous 
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Some prisoners read “The Life for You,” 
offered by the church’s TV program. 


Some prisoners volunteer to help maintain 
a Christ-centered ministry. 


amazement if they were to come back 
and observe their church today! How 
they would thank God to see it employ 
the latest electronic discoveries to help 
bring the Gospel of salvation to “the 
least of these Christ’s brethren.” 


A reel of celluloid! A spool of tape! 
These are the remarkable paraphernalia 
of a church determined “by all means” 
to preach the Gospel not only on Main 
Street and on Park Avenue but also off 
the beaten pathways in the depressing 
shadow of prison bars. 


To the weary and the worn 

Tell of realms where sorrows cease; 
To the outcast and forlorn 

Speak of pardon and of peace. 


Pane to get members to work for 
the church is never easy, especially 
when you try to interest people to be- 


come Sunday school teachers. This 
particular work ties one down Sunday 
after Sunday. Besides, there are the 
weekly meetings, visits to the homes of 
the pupils, and other duties. 

These thoughts ran through my mind 
as I prepared to call on Mrs. Brown. 
We were all agreed that she would be 
a valuable addition to our staff, and 
the board had notified her of this in 
a formal letter. 

Before leaving my study, I prayed 
for the success of my visit. I knew 
what it would mean for our Sunday 
school to have such a gifted, conse- 
crated helper. I knew, too, that God 
alone makes the hearts of people 
willing to work in His. kingdom. 


Mrs. Brown greeted me courteously. 
Her two children had been watching 
TY. At her request they went out to 
play. 

“You know the main purpose of my 
visit this evening, Mrs. Brown. Our 
Sunday school is desperately in need 
of more teachers. We have had a large 
number of new enrollments in recent 
months. Some of our classes are twice 
as large as they should be for effective 
work. All of our teachers, as well as 
the members of the board of Christian 
education, believe that you would be 
a valuable addition to our staff. And 
I share this conviction with them. 
That’s why I’m here this evening to 
ask you to join our teaching staff.” 

For a moment Mrs. Brown looked 
bewildered. Then she spoke: 


8 


- answer, 


'“GOOD 
FOR 
| YOU” 


By R. C. REIN 


Sunday school teachers 
are building for eternity. 


“Why, Pastor, I couldn’t possibly do 
that. I don’t know the first thing about 
teaching. Besides, I don’t know where 
I would find time to do it.” She paused 
for a moment, then added, “Of course, 
I feel highly honored that you thought 
about asking me. But, surely, there are 
many others in the congregation who 
are better qualified and who would have 
more time than I have.” 


Fortunately this was not my first ex- 
perience in trying to solicit workers for 
the church. If it had been, I might have 
concluded the conversation at once by 
saying, “Well, I’m sorry that you can’t 
see your way clear, Mrs. Brown. But 
I suppose you are busier than I imag- 
ined. Perhaps we can find someone 
else.” 

Everyone feels that he is busy with 
his own work. As soon as you approach 
a person with the request to work for 
the church, he sets up a defense. The 
first reaction is to magnify the great- 
ness of the task. His own ability never 
appeared so weak as now. He musters 
every possible argument. 

Mrs. Brown did that. But I knew 
that behind her outward reaction there 
was an inner sense of sincere humility 
which truly made her feel incapable of 
the task. I spoke again. 

“[m not unduly surprised at your 
Mrs. Brown. I know how 
people usually react when they are 
asked to do some extra work. People 
feel that they are being kept busy with 
their own work, and I suppose most 
of them are. But this work is not the 
same. This is the Lord’s work. That 
puts it in a class all by itself. Naturally 


(416) 


the Lord does not expect people to do 
His work at the expense of the things, 
that they really must do for themselves. 
But since it is He who gives us all of 
the time we have, He expects us toc 
devote some of that time to Him. I’m 
sure you agree He has a right to that.” 
“Yes, of course.” 


“Moreover, Mrs. Brown, the Lord 
has given each of us certain talents. 
We are not to hide these talents norm 
are we to use them to our own selfisht 
advantage. The Lord expects us to uses 
them properly and profitably in thee 
service of His kingdom. Holy Scriptures 
also compares the members of thex 
church to the members of the body.’ 
Each member has its own function,| 
and the body cannot well get alongs 
without the use of all its members.” 

“Yes, you mentioned that in your! 
sermon recently.” 

“There are some jobs in the work of! 
the church that require more time than: 
others. Teaching in the Sunday school! 
is one of these. As you perhaps know, 
we expect our Sunday school teachers: 
to be in their class every Sunday morn-- 
ing unless they are prevented by a valid! 
excuse. We also expect them to attend: 
the weekly teacher meetings, diligently, 
to prepare their lessons, to visit their! 
pupils, and to assist whenever possible: 
in the work program of the Sunday, 
school. Teaching in the Sunday school! 
is a big job. But, let me remind you,, 
Sunday school teachers are laborers: 
together with God, working on the: 
unseen spiritual temple of Christ, res-- 
cuing souls for heaven. These teachers: 
are building for eternity. Mrs. Brown,. 
do you know that even the angels in} 
heaven are not privileged to do the: 
work our Sunday school teachers do?” 

“Pastor, I’ve never looked at it! 
that way.” 


“To be sure, Mrs. Brown, the angels: 
are privileged to do some things for 
God that we Christians are not per- 
mitted to do. But God has entrusted 
the wonderful work of preaching and 
teaching the saving Gospel of Christ 
to Christian men and women, to people 
like you and me. And, surely, there is 
no more important or blessed work on 
earth than this. Jesus tells us that the 
value of a single soul far outweighs the 
world with its combined treasure and 
wealth. Indeed, the souls of men must 
be infinitely precious in God’s sight be- 
cause He offered His only Son to re- 
deem them from sin, death, Satan, and 
hell. Sunday school teachers have the 
special privilege of leading little chil- 
dren to Christ. Do you know, Mrs. 
Brown, that there are still approxi- 

(Continued on page 19) 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


¢ 


q 


PoE 


SPACE AGE: 


Wi the launching of the Soviet 
Sputnik I in October 1957, the world 
entered the space age. Since that time 
both Russia and the U.S. have hurtled 
satellites into orbit. On August 18, Ex- 
plorer I had been circling the earth 192 
days; Vanguard, 147; Sputnik III, 88; 
and Explorer IV, 16. 

Experimental rockets were fired long 
before the first orbiting vehicle was 
launched, and man-made moons will 
continue to travel in their orbits across 
the heavens. 

Balloons, while not achieving the dra- 
matic heights reached by other devices, 
have carried man to the threshold of 
space. 

Space Travel for Man? 


The entry of the artificial satellite 
caused many people of the world to ex- 
perience a variety of emotions from 
amazement and fear to interest and an- 
ticipation. After the initial surprise had 
waned, people began to ask: Will man 
eventually be able to travel in outer 
space? 

Holy Scripture says little that could 
be interpreted as permitting or prohibit- 
ing man’s travel through space. In 
Genesis 1:14, 15 the purposes of the 
heavenly bodies are recorded. 

And God said, Let there be lights in 
the firmament of the heaven to divide 
the day from the night, and let them 
be for signs and for seasons and for 
days and years, and let them be for 
lights in the firmament of the heaven to 
give light upon the earth. 


The Lord gave man dominion over 
all the animate and inanimate things of 
the earth (Gen. 1:28): 
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Be fruitful and multiply, and 


plenish the earth and subdue it. 


ré= 


Could this dominion and the com- 
mand to subdue the earth also include 
the surroundings of the earth? 


Radiation Band — Answer? 


The most important of the recent 
space-age discoveries may have the an- 
swer to our question. Satellite explora- 
tions have revealed a band of deadly 
high-energy rays girdling the earth. The 
band begins about 600 miles from the 
earth’s surface, and its outer extremities 
have not been recorded, even at 2,000 
miles. Because the radiation is so in- 
tense, man, unprotected, could survive 
only a few hours in this region. 

No one knows how powerful the 
deadly rays are. The band appears to 
be so many miles thick that even at 
rocket speeds man could not pass 
through it with sufficient rapidity to 
remain alive. Adequate protective 
shielding would be so heavy that the 
rocket could never leave the earth. 

Perhaps God is showing us in a 
definite way how our question is to be 
answered. Perhaps the radiation band 
will prove an insuperable obstacle to 
the dream of space flight. 


Emphasis Decisive 


Even if man himself does not reach 
space, the results achieved by the use 
of satellites and rockets could con- 
tribute to a better life on earth. 

In space, God has locked many 
secrets of life itself. Better understand- 
ing of the radiation which threatens to 
keep men on earth could lead to ex- 
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Epilog or Prolog 
to Better Living 


tended longevity. Artificial satellites 
are gathering information that is certain 
to improve radio and television com- 
munications and weather forecasting. 

But of what value is longevity in a 
world of tension and turmoil? Are 
material benefits to be prized if they 
can be swept away in an instant? 

The same rockets carrying the in- 
struments of science can also carry 
instruments of annihilation. The space 
age can be either the epilog or the pro- 
log to better living, depending on which 
phase responsible persons choose to em- 
phasize. 

Christian Principles 


If in his quest for space, man neglects 
his responsibilities on the earth; if he 
lays more stress on science than on 
living in harmony in the world; if he 
puts more trust in his own mind than 
in the saving Son of God, then his goal 
will fade away in eventual destruction. 

Whether we are directly concerned 
with the advancement of the space age 
or merely affected by it, the new era 
can provide better living only if we 
practice Christian principles in our 
lives, at work, and at home. 

Despite ever-increasing advances in 
penetrating the mysteries of the earth 
and its surroundings, Christians will re- 
main humble and mindful of their 
limitations. 

While we are carrying out the com- 
mand to replenish the earth and to sub- 
due it, we need the Spirit’s help to ex- 
ercise dominion over our sinful selves. 
Our salvation depends on our faith in 
Christ, our Redeemer, not on how 
much of the universe we come to under- 
stand and subdue. 


WITNESS COMMENT | 


Courageous and Effective 


The 90th-anniversary General Catalog of Concordia 
Publishing House is off the press — a book of 677 pages 
and 7,000 items. Its prime ancestor of 1869, labeled 
Preis Courant, listed 57 items on a 95-inch card. 

The 1959 Catalog is the result of the co-ordinated 
talent and effort of more than 400 people. A staff of 
copywriters and layout craftsmen prepared the content. 
Coupled with them were the production, art, copyreading, 
and proofreading, composing, bindery, packing, and 
mailing departments, all under the watchful eye of the 
general manager. 

These facts deserve more than passing attention. 
They indicate a vast ongoing action, far-reaching and 
blessed. The printed Word reaches into every worship 
service through the Bibles, hymnals, Liturgy, and Sun- 
day bulletins. The printed Word permeates the schools 
and confirmation classes, teen-age and adult, through mil- 
lions of copies of educational materials. The printed 
Word charges the atmosphere of hundreds of thousands 
of homes with such publications as the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NESS, Der Lutheraner, Portals of Prayer, My Devotions, 
Little Visits with God, The Mind at Ease, and Teen- 
Agers, Christ Is for You. The printed Word stimulates 
and strengthens the pastors and the teachers through the 
Concordia Theological Monthly, Lutheran Education, 
and books such as Luther’s Works (in English); What 
Luther Says; The Sermon and the Propers; What, Then, 
Is Man? and scores of others. 

Synod took a most courageous and effective step for- 
ward when on September 11, 1869, at Fort Wayne, Ind., 
the church body decided to borrow money to set up 
and operate its own synodical press. 


Is It Permitted? 


“Should proselytizing be permitted?” This question, 
according to a news dispatch, will be discussed in a series 
of telecasts sponsored by the American Religious Town 
Hall meeting September 15—18. The telecast will 
emanate from Independence Hall. Prominent Protestant 
clergymen are scheduled to take part. 

Proselytizing is a long word; to some it’s an ugly 
word. The noun is proselyte. Our Lord used it when 
He denounced the Scribes and Pharisees for scouring 
“sea and land to make one proselyte.” Most Bible com- 
mentaries explain the term. The word convert is more 
understandable; yet the RSV retains proselyte. 

The subject is evidently of general interest, perhaps 
in view of the persistent activity of some ever-zealous 
cults, like the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Recently a leading 
Protestant theological professor made headlines by de- 
claring attempts to persuade Jews to embrace Christianity 
to be “wrong and futile.” 

It proselytizing legitimate? Sometimes it is. Some- 
times it is not. 
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It is reprehensible, for example, when a Lutherar 
tries to persuade a member of another Christian de+ 
nomination to leave his church. Since such a person 
is under the care of a Christian pastor, it would be un+ 
ethical to wean him away from this relationship unless 
he seeks Lutheran membership of his own accord. Eve 
the affiliation with a heterodox body, as long as this 
body adheres to the fundamentals of Christianity, must 
be respected. 

Naturally, Christian witness-bearing must not 
neglected. Testimony to the truth is to be given whe 
called for or when opportunity presents itself. On 
should always be ready to give a good account of one’s 
faith. 

When is proselytizing legitimate? The unchurched 
and those who have let their membership in other 
churches lapse or who are no longer under the care 
of a Christian shepherd are mission material. Especially, 
members of non-Christian bodies who do not accept 
Christ as God and Savior should be the object of our 
evangelistic endeavor. Such proselytizing is not only per- 


missible; it is commanded by the Lord of the church. Itt 


is not wrong, it is not futile. It has the divine promise: 
of success. 


Unfair to Prejudice? 


Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote: “A friend of mine: 
thought it very unfair to influence a child’s mind by in-. 
culcating any opinion before it had come to the years | 
of discretion to choose for itself. I showed him my’ 
garden and told him it was my botanical garden. 

“ “How so?’ said he; ‘it is covered with weeds.’ 

“ “That is only because it has not yet come to its age 
of discretion and choice,’ I replied. ‘The weeds, you see, 
have taken the liberty to grow, and I thought it unfair 
to prejudice the soil toward roses and strawberries.’ ” 

Holy Scripture strongly favors and prescribes this 
philosophy of “prejudice” for the training of children. 
“Train up a child in the way he should go,” states the 
Word of God, “and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” And again: “Ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.” 

A sense of authority, morality, worship, service, and 
security must be imparted to children. Because of the 
sinful and selfish nature with which they are born, it is 
unreal to expect these God-pleasing plants to develop 
and mature without cultivation. 

In the noble endeavor of nurturing children, home, 
school, and church need to co-operate closely. Ju- 
diciously and prayerfully carried out, Christian training 
that can emphatically and consistently say both yes and 
no to the children will not result in personality damage 
or complexes in the little ones. A child who receives 
such Christian nurture is “prejudiced” toward graces 
that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and good. 
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‘GUEST EDITORIAL 


WESTERN EUROPE TODAY 


Head of Editorial Department 
Concordia Publishing House 


Western Europe is much 
different from the U.S. A., one 
often hears. This is only partly 
true, especially as to the north- 
ern part, Germany, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Sweden, and England. To 
be sure, there are minor dif- 
ferences in the forms of government, social customs, 
formal education (more stress on the study of modern, 
foreign, and the classical languages), transportation and 
business techniques, and climate. But as to man’s most 
vital concern: getting right with God and walking in His 
ways, the countries of great and beautiful houses of wor- 
ship and state-supported organized Christianity match the 
U.S.A. in their inattention to this basic problem. Nu- 
merically, church membership is even greater there than 
here, but it is an inactive or feeble membership. 

Many among the clergy are very much disturbed. 
Der evangelische Sonntagsbote (July 13, 1958) asks: 
“Does the church still have the charge to have some- 
thing to say to the discussions and problems of this new 
age? Does she understand the modern attitude toward 
life in a secularized world ‘come of age’?” 

This publication then points out that “the great 
churches of a bygone age (Elizabeth in Marburg and 
Martin’s in Kassel) were the expression of a time when 
the culture of the land was Christian; now they are 
overshadowed by the theaters, movies, commercial 
houses, sport palaces, and governmental buildings, and 
these constitute the face of a city. The basic form of 
a modern church building is that of a tent. 

“In the center of the great apostasy from the old 
faith — the serious Christians now obviously represent 
more of a minority even in the old Christian regions of 
the Western world — the Lord nevertheless builds His 
kingdom and obligates the believers to witness... . 


By Pror. ELMER E. FOELBER 


“We are often terrified by the signs of moral decay, 
vulgarity, crime, frivolity, and immorality. Ever since 
we are again enjoying prosperous days, much has be- 
come worse. Piety is lacking; sin is minimized, and 
materialism is hailed as the good life. All of us are in 
danger of becoming lost in mere things and joining the 
dance around the golden calf. Therefore, you Chris- 
tians, be on guard, stand fast in the faith and be strong. 
The ‘half-strong’ (halb-starken) do not win out. 

“But remember, the Christian lives not by his re- 
spectability and positive social attitudes, but by faith, 
as one reconciled with God and following Him, who 
has called us from darkness into His wonderful light. 
The kingdom of God is not a paradise on earth but the 
living power of the Christ in our lives. And He stands 
in the midst of us and makes us unafraid.” 

The real cause of the apostasy is man’s natural op- 
position to God and His Word. This falling away is 
enlarged and deepened when the trumpet of the Chris- 
tian Church gives out an uncertain sound; when con- 
cessions are made to the current heresy that man is not 
a fallen creature made in the image of God and redeemed 
by the Christ, but the most advanced evolutionary 
animal inhabiting the globe; when the Biblical history 
of creation, redemption, and sanctification is reduced 
to fiction, beautiful indeed, but still fiction. The in- 
evitable result is uncertainty, the killer of faith. In this 
predicament Europe and the U.S.A. find themselves 
together. 

In view of such considerations we see all the more 
clearly the need and the justification of our far-flung 
support of the so-called free (not state-supported) 
churches in various parts of Europe. They reinforce the 
witness of the Christian minority in both the tax- and 
nontax-supported churches of Europe. This is gloriously 
true of the young and vigorous Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England. 


Ordination Hymn 


Today you take the shepherd’s solemn vow: 

To feed Christ's lambs and tend His priceless flock; 

Now called by Him, fulfill your sacred task! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 


Proclaim the Gospel of redeeming love: 

Bleach white as wool the crimson spots and stains, 

Forgiveness through His sacrificial death. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 


Compelled by love, keep vigil, guide, and care; 

Retrieve with rod and staff the straying ones; 

Lead them into the one and only Door! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 


Bring in the sheep “who are not of this fold’ 

To graze in pastures green with boundless grace, 

That there be one Chief Shepherd over all. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 


As undershepherds of the flock of Christ, 

Labor with joy, show fortitude, hold fast 

Until the Lord grants you the fadeless crown. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 


Tune, The Lutheran Hymnal, 463 


Dedicated to Deane L. Schuessler and sung at his ordination and. commissioning for work in Japan. Composed by his mother, 
Esther Schuessler 
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Teachers of the nursery class help nurture the little ones’ 
faith in the Savior, 


In Sunday school growing boys and girls grow in under- 
standing of God’s Word and its application to life. 


Christian parents look upon a child as a heritage ob 
the Lord. In their home the love of God in Christ is 
shared by parents, sons, and daughters in close associa 
tion. As the pattern of daily living reflects the Christia 
point of view in work, pastimes, problems, joy, and 
sorrow, the entire life of the family is an education fon 
eternity. 


The work of the church in Christian education paral- 
lels the activity of the Christian home in educating for 
eternity. 


The church’s educational program 
provides — 


Graded materials for the study of 
God’s Word and for the learning experi- 
ence suited to the individual’s level of 
comprehension; 


Motivation and direction for life ac- 
livities that grow out of the study of God’s 
Word; 


Opportunity for the individual to 
associate with persons of his own age 
in worship, in Bible study, and in the 
fellowship of the church. 


Every parent should turn to profitable account the 
Opportunities in the home to educate for eternity. Every 
congregation should direct its educational program to 
help each member walk in daily fellowship with Jesus 
and to guide him to eternal fellowship with Jesus in 
heaven. 
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Bible classes for high school youths extend their appreciation 


4 S In Lutheran high schools the Christian point of view per- 
of being children of God and heirs of eternal life. 


meates the entire curriculum. 


God’s Word, studied in the adult Bible class, increases the Vacation Bible schools offer effective Christian education. 
individual’s awareness of his Christian responsibility toward 


home, church, community, and nation. 


St 


Lutheran schools, maintained by many congregations, help 
educate for eternity. Dedication of school and parish-ac- 
tivities building, Calvary Lutheran Church, Baltimore, Md. 
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Approximately 350 Sunday school associations meet each 


year to train Sunday school teachers. A meeting of Sunday 
school association at Blair, Nebr. 
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o make the Sunday school an 
“hour of power” requires only the 
Word and the workers, Rey. Alton F. 
Wedel told 950 teachers of the Western 
District attending the first districtwide 
Sunday school teachers convention at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, July 26 
and 27. 


The power of the Gospel of Christ 
still stands supreme among all the lesser 
powers that men have generated, added 
the Affton, Mo., pastor, who spoke on 
the convention theme, “Teaching the 
Word.” 


“If we have ever felt that the Sunday 
school is our weakest link in Christian 
education, this convention testifies that 
we mean to strengthen it,” he said. “If 
we have ever feared that sooner or later 
the influence of the Sunday school must 


Sunday School “Hour of Power” Through 
Word and Workers, Keynoter Tells Teachers 


die for want of workers, this conven- 
tion must allay our fears.” 


Asserting that teachers cannot plant 
the Word in other hearts unless it is 
growing in their own hearts, the key- 
noter asked: “Can we expect to teach 
the Word simply by parroting words, 
phrases, and stories? Can we count 
Sunday school worth the effort and the 
cost and the time if we are teaching a 
secondhand religion instead of a re- 
ligion which has been proved in the 
crucible of our own experience?” 


Rev. Edward H. Buchheimer addresses banquet. 
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Sponsored by the District’s Com- 
mittee on Christian Education and 
Youth Work, the meeting offered group 
and department conferences and panel 
discussions on a wide range of subjects. 
The roster of speakers, lecturers, and 
panelists included more than 50 men 
and women selected for their ability in 
a particular field. 

At the fellowship evening on Satur- 
day some 800 teachers heard Rev. Ed- 
ward H. Buchheimer of Detroit, who 
developed a new concept: “The Whole 
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Foreground, 1.—r.: Leonard J. 
Dierker, Mrs. A. L. Miller, Rev. Robert R. Bergt, Dr. A. L. Miller. 


Congregation Needs _ the 


School.” 

On Sunday morning hundreds of 
teachers, who were housed in seminary 
dormitories or in homes of St. Louis 
friends, attended local services and 
visited Sunday schools and Bible classes. 
The afternoon program featured a panel 
discussion on “Family Life Education 
Through the Sunday School” and clos- 
ing devotions. 


Sunday 


Teachers and lecturers appreciated 
the “broad range of ideas and experi- 
ence as well as the stimulation of the 
convention,” reported Leonard J. Dier- 
ker, superintendent of education for 
the Western District and general chair- 
man of the conference. 

Registration was closed 20 days in 
advance of the convention because the 
capacity limit had been reached. 
Registered guests came from 160 
churches in Missouri, Arkansas, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee. 

Members of the convention com- 
mittee were: chairman, Leonard J. 
Dierker; program, Dr. Allan H. Jahs- 
mann; registration, Emil W. Benz; 
housing, Harold A. Leimer; advisory, 
Revs. Carl F. Schmidt, Alton F, Wedel, 
and Theodore W. Schroeder, and 
Walter O. Seibel; secretaries, Lydia 
Beckmeier, Marguerite Hillmann, 
Emma Linhorst, Marie Richter; pub- 
licity, Rev. Arnold A. Wessler. 
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Lutheran High School 
Boards Meet at Valpo 


The third annual conference of Lu- 
theran High School Boards studied the 
administration of 19 Lutheran “com- 
munity” high schools, their problems 
and emphases. 

“Considerable thinking was aroused 
by Dr. Manuel Bretscher’s paper on 
‘The Russian Sputnik and the American 
High School Curriculum,’ ” reports Dr. 
H. J. Boettcher, superintendent of the 
Lutheran High School Association of 
Greater Chicago. Dr. Bretscher is pro- 
fessor of physics at Valparaiso Univer- 
sity. 

The conference, meeting on the Val- 
paraiso University campus, August 9 
and 10, heard Rev. E. F. Eggold of 
Milwaukee present “The Responsibili- 
ties of a Board of Education’; Charles 
H. Burmeister, Glenview, Ill., “What 
Can a Lutheran High School Board 
mxpect of Its Staff?” Dr. V. Pies of 
Detroit and Dr. Boettcher, “What Can 


~ “What’s new in Synod?” is a ques- 
ion I hear repeatedly, especially when 
meet the brethren in the peripheral 
Jistricts. I can well understand this, 
‘or I spent 29 years of my ministry far 
emoved from our synodical head- 
juarters. When some representative of 
ynod paid us a visit, we were eager 
o hear the latest happenings in Synod. 

All our members have opportunity to 
btain much, of the desired information 
the LUTHERAN WITNESS and the Lu- 
heraner. During the past year the 
‘Synodical Affairs Bulletin,” requested 
y the auxiliary organizations, has 
yrought pithy news to leaders in our 
ongregations, enabling them to inform 
1 our members. The Lutheran Lay- 
an, the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, 
ind several weekly or biweekly Lu- 
heran newspapers in our larger Lu- 
theran centers also have published 
much information. 

Both personally and in behalf of 
ynod, I thank everyone who has co- 
perated in giving our people the news 
f Synod and its God-blessed work of 
-arrying forward the banner of the 
ross. Our members rejoice that there 
re so many sources of information. 
et me urge you to make use of these 
pportunities and to keep yourself well 
nformed. 


SEPTEMBER 9, 1958 


aw 


Third Annual Conference of Lutheran High School Boards 


a Staff Expect from a Lutheran High 
School Board?” and Prof. R. L. Reinke 
of River Forest, “Teacher Certification 
by Church and State.” 

Dr. Arthur L. Miller of St. Louis 
clarified the relationship between Synod 
and community Lutheran high schools. 

Chicagoans Carl Werner, Erv. Grau- 


District Conventions Get News 


This year news about Synod and its 
work is again being disseminated at Dis- 
trict conventions; either the President 
or one of the synodical Vice-Presidents 
reports on the work of Synod. Every 
pastor, teacher, and lay delegate re- 
ceives a copy of the pamphlet Know 
Your Synod’s Work, in which all the 
departments of Synod present a brief 
written report. Issued since 1954, this 
pamphlet enables all delegates to re- 
port the “news about Synod” to their 
congregations and to their auxiliary 
organizations. Every member of the 
congregation should hear about the 
work of Synod. 

By this time all but four Districts of 
Synod will have had their conventions. 
Accordingly, nearly all congregations 
should have heard reports about Syn- 
od’s work. Have you heard such a pres- 
entation? If not, be sure to ask for it. 
Or were you absent when it was given? 
If so, let the one or the other represen- 
tative tell you about it. 


United in Doctrine 


I have been asked whether the Dis- 
trict conventions I attended gave the 
impression that we are still united in 
doctrine and what attitude the laymen 
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mann, Louis A. Menking, and Leo 
Kraft spoke on raising funds for build- 
ing and operating Lutheran secondary 
schools. 

The program was arranged by Ed. 
Wein, Frank Baker, and Dr. Boettcher, 
all of Chicago. Carl Werner was in 
charge of exhibits at the conference. 


“What's New in Synod??? a. sm 


show toward doctrine. It is apparent 
that God graciously continues to bless 
our Synod with doctrinal unity. The 
fact that Districts devote at least an 
hour each day to a doctrinal essay — 
this was introduced by our founding 
fathers — has done much toward keep- 
ing us united in doctrine. At conven- 
tions which I attended I was very fa- 
vorably impressed by the fact that an 
increasing number of laymen are tak- 
ing part in doctrinal discussions. This 
is as it should be. 

Another favorable impression which 
I gained in those Districts which call 
for reports from the pastors of subsi- 
dized congregations — usually young 
men graduated in recent years — is that 
by and large the missionaries present 
their brief reports well. They show an 
aggressive spirit and an eagerness to 
win souls for Christ. Thank God for 
this dedicated spirit! It is encouraging, 
too, that many of these young men, 
especially in the smaller Districts, are 
assigned to committees, gain valuable 
experience, and develop into faithful 
and efficient workers. 

Of course, above all, a person re- 
joices to note a fine spirit of loyalty to 
the precious Word of God. May the 
Lord graciously continue to bless our 
Synod! 
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Proverbs 


Hope Deferred 


Proverbs 13:12: “Hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick; but when the 
desire cometh, it is a tree of life.” 


“Where there’s life, there’s hope,” 
says an old saw. And there is a gen- 
erous measure of truth to that saying. 
Hope is an essential element in human 
life; indeed, it differentiates the human 
spirit from that of the beast. 


We live by hope — and our hopes 
vary both in kind and in intensity in the 
various stages of our life. The little 
child hopes for trinkets and sweets; the 
adolescent hopes for good marks in 
school and athletic awards; the young 
man hopes for a job with a promising 
future and for the favor of the beloved; 
the husband and the wife hope for do- 
mestic happiness and peace and for the 
well-being of their children; the older 
person hopes for security and health in 
the sunset years. And so, the hopes that 
“spring eternal in the human breast,” 
while they vary from one individual to 
the next, and from one stage of life to 
the next, are ever present, ever burning, 
ever holding forth the promise of better 
things ahead. 


Just because this is true, as the holy 
writer avers, “hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick.” We know what it means 
to wait in vain for a coveted job, for 
requited love, for a promised letter, for 
restored health. These persons, these 
objects, these values, upon which we fix 


our hopes— how they dominate our © 
living and our thinking! And, literally, 


how sick it makes our hearts if these 
hopes of ours are deferred — or per- 
haps shattered altogether! 


For that very reason it is wise indeed 
not to place our hopes too heavily upon 
any earthly desire or ambition, not to 
center our hopes too exclusively upon 
any person. All these are mortal and 
will pass — and our hopes will vanish 
with them. 


More important, then, is the fact 


that we are saved by hope — hope in — 


our eternal destiny as the redeemed 
children of God; hope in the unfailing 
power and truth of the Savior’s Gospel. 


This eternal hope must be our heart’s 


desire — and “when the desire cometh, 
it is a tree of life.” 
THOoMas CoaTEs 
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Christian Hymns 


The Oldest Christian Hymn 


In the early Christian Church many 
of the hymns contained in the Old Tes- 
tament Psalter were in use in public 
worship. Did these Christian congre- 
gations also possess hymns similar to 
those in our modern hymnals? 

Only twice does the New Testament 
use the Greek term for hymn. The 
apostle Paul exhorts the Christians at 
Ephesus and Colosse to edify one 
another with “psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs.” It could well be that 
certain New Testament lines are frag- 
ments of such hymns; for example, Eph. 
5:14: Awake, thou that sleepest, And 
arise from the dead, And Christ shall 
give thee light! 

No doubt early Christian poets ex- 
pressed their emotions of adoration and 
aspiration to holy living in verse cor- 
responding roughly to our modern 
hymns. Unfortunately, none of these 
productions have come down to us. 


Clement of Alexandria 


The earliest example of what has 
been called the “oldest Christian hymn” 
is the Greek children’s hymn “Shepherd 
of Tender Youth” (No. 628 in The Lu- 
theran Hymnal), attributed. to the 
Greek scholar Clement of Alexandria. 

Relatively little is known of the life 
of Clement. Probably born in Athens 
about A.D. 170, he is said to have 
steeped himself in the pagan literature 
and philosophy of Greece. During his 
travels in search of a broader education 
he embraced Christianity and settled in 
Alexandria, the greatest center of Greek 
culture then existing in the Roman Em- 
pire. Here he joined the famous private 
Catechetical School, of which he even- 
tually became the head. The persecu- 
tion under Emperor Severus (202— 
203) caused Clement to flee from Egypt. 
He died, it is thought, in Asia Minor 
between A. D. 215 and 220. 


The Instructor 


Clement’s outstanding literary work 
is the Paidagogos, usually known as the 
Instructor or Educator. This lengthy 
work (275 pages in the English trans- 
lation) consists of three books. Book I 
describes the Educator, Christ Himself, 
the children (men and women) whom 
He trains, and,His method of instruc- 
tion. Books II and III give practical ad- 
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monitions regarding the daily life op 
Christians. 
The Hymn 


Added to the manuscript is a 64-line 
“Hymn of Praise to the Educator.” 
The author addresses the divine Tuton 
in a series of pictures. 

Some scholars doubt Clement’s au 
thorship of the poem. But all agrees 
that it is Clementine in content. Theres 
are a great number and variety ofi 
English translations and paraphrases, 
in metrical form and in free verse. 


No. 628 


The earliest modern hymn versiont 
in American and English hymnals, ac-: 
cording to Julian’s Dictionary of Hym-: 
nology, is the translation, or adaptation, 
done by Dr. Henry M. Dexter in 1846.) 
Dexter was a Congregational minister) 
and editor of the Congregationalist, in: 
which the hymn appeared in 1849.! 
While preparing a sermon for his con-. 
gregation in Manchester, N.H., he 
sought to emphasize its message by, 
making an English hymn out of the: 
Greek Clementine poem. “I trans-- 
fused,” he wrote, “as much of its lan-- 
guage and spirit as I could into the: 
hymn.” Thus the Manchester Congre-- 
gational choir was the first group, it! 
seems, to sing this translated ancient! 
poem in a public service. 

Some of the titles applied to Christ 
the Educator in the poem were evi-: 
dently too bold for Dexter to use in his 
hymn. “Bridle [or bridle bit] of colts: 
untamed” (line 1), “Wing of sure-fly- 
ing bird,” “Firm Rudder of our ships,” 
were probably too strange, he thought, 
for modern ears. He therefore used 
some of the more familiar terms like 
Guide, Word, King, and concentrated 
especially on Shepherd. Hence the 
opening line “Shepherd of tender 
youth.” 

The children in the original poem 
are the grownups, although the little 
ones are not neglected. Dexter stresses 
the young and thus makes the hymn 
well suited for children’s services. It is 
full of childlike trust. 

“Shepherd of Tender Youth” is an 
interesting tie between the New Testa- 
ment and the flowering of Greek hym- 
nody in the early Christian Church. 


Us: 
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What’ the © 


ANSWER? 


@ Bible doctrine — checked by Confessions? 


© Pastors — voters of congregations? 


© Other planets — inhabited? 
Question: I have frequently 
noticed statements in our 


church papers that doctrines 
are to be checked against the Word 
of God and the Lutheran Confes- 
sions. Do these Confessions contain 
something not included or not cov- 
ered in the Holy Scriptures? If they 


agree, why must we check against 
both of them? 


Answer: The Lutheran Confessions 
consist of nine different documents 
which set forth, in more or less detail, 
the beliefs and teachings of the Lu- 
theran Church. On the one hand, the 
need for such confessions is not abso- 
lute. On the other hand, they are most 
valuable and useful instruments, by 
which we can tell others what the Bible 
teaches and what we believe, teach, and 
confess. We accept and cling to them 
because they correctly reflect the teach- 
ings of the Bible. For that reason, too, 
our pastors, teachers, and professors 
are obligated at their ordination and/or 
installation to teach according to the 
Scriptures and the Confessions, that 
there may be no misunderstanding. 

Yes, the Bible is the only norm and 
rule of faith and life. Our Confessions, 
because they are based on God’s Word 
and agree with it, are a fine help to 


Your 


Attention 


Please 


The LUTHERAN WITNESS is your mag- 
azine. Because it is your magazine, the 
publisher would like to know what you 
think about the WITNEss. 

To gather your opinions about the 
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make plain what we believe the Bible 
teaches. Our fathers compared the 
Confessions to a flag or banner by 
which Christ’s soldiers are distinguished 
from others. This banner should al- 
ways be held high. “Ye shall be wit- 

nesses unto Me.” (Acts 1:8) 
2? Question: Should a_ pastor 
é have the right to vote in 
the meetings of the con- 


. gregation? 


Answer: A Christian pastor should 
not merely have the right, but as 
a member of the royal priesthood 
actually has it. When he takes charge 
of the flock which called him, he be- 
comes a voting member like the others 
and has equal rights and privileges with 
them. And why would anyone wish to 
deny him that right? 

Although he is a voting member, 
a pastor is never elected to an office 
in the church. Why not? Because all 
offices in the church are created to give 
him the assistance he needs to admin- 
ister efficiently his office as overseer 
over the flock. (Acts 20:28) 

Sometimes a wise pastor will abstain 
from voting when the matter under 
consideration deals with him. But his 
right to vote must remain unchallenged. 


periodical and its contents, a profes- 
sional research firm has been employed 
to conduct a survey of WITNESS sub- 
scribers and readers. Religious Re- 
search Associates, operating out of New 
York City, has prepared a questionnaire 
that is being mailed to a sample of the 
total subscribers. This sample has been 
impartially selected by Religious Re- 
search Associates. 

The questionnaires are in the mail 
at this time. If you are one of the per- 
sons receiving a “LUTHERAN WITNESS 
Readership Survey” questionnaire from 
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Question: Is it possible that 
people are living on other 


. planets? Does the Bible 
have any information on this point? 


Answer: If God placed human beings 
on the earth and sustained them some 
six thousand years, it is possible for 
Him to have done the same on other 
planets. 

To our knowledge, however, there is 
nothing in Holy Scripture even to hint 
that human life exists on other planets. 

The manner in which the Bible re- 
fers to the world and human beings — 
in Genesis 1, sun, moon, and stars are 
said to have been created to provide 
light and signs and seasons for the 
earth — gives a strong impression that 
the earth is the center of God’s con- 
cern. The same impression is given 
when we read that God sent His only 
Son into the world to become its Re- 
deemer. 

At no place in the Holy Scriptures 
is there the slightest suggestion that 
there are people living on other planets; 
hence it is idle speculation to pursue 
this thought. There are more important 
things about which we are to be con- 
cerned: carrying out the great com- 
mission of our Lord, for example. 


O. E. SOHN 


Religious Research Associates, we sin- 
cerely urge you to fill in the question- 
naire and to return it promptly in the 
stamped, self-addressed envelope that 
comes with the questionnaire. 

Your comments and opinions will be 
completely confidential. No one con- 
nected with the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
will know your name or what you said 
about the publication and its contents. 

We are asking for your co-operation 
and help because your opinions are vital 
to the future of your magazine, the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
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New president: Wallace Bronner 


euuace 


wor et A 


pRoressiona’ 


This convention exhibit urged leaguers 
to become professional church workers. 


The Resolutions Committee studies some of the league's 


administrative problems. 


wWwoRete 


For the third year Walther Lea- 
guers gathered at a college for their 
annual international convention. The 
beautiful, tree-shaded campus of Mi- 
ami University, Oxford, Ohio, pro- 
vided an ideal setting for the many 
convention events. 

The 1,770 registered leaguers plus 
many hundreds of occasional visitors 
had an opportunity to engage in 
Bible study, discussion on the con- 
vention topic, and business sessions. 
Special visual and audio presenta- 
tions showed the Walther League 
program in action. 

Delegates reaffirmed the New Di- 
mensions resolution and challenged 
the 100,000 leaguers to reach out for 
young people who are inactive in the 
church’s youth program. Besides 
voting redoubled efforts to raise the 
$225,000 New Dimensions Fund, the 
convention adopted a 1958—S59 
budget of $126,500. 

“Go Ye Therefore” was the gen- 
eral convention theme. At the after- 
noon opening service, August 10, 
2,200 worshipers heard Rev. Ed- 
ward May, executive director of the 
Wheat Ridge Foundation, encourage 
Lutheran young people to be the 
hands and feet and voice of Christ. 

Convention vesper services were 
conducted by Prof. George Hoyer. 
The convention reached a spiritual 
climax with the Holy Communion 
service on Thursday at 6:30 A.M. 
At the closing service, August 14, 
Rev. Elmer N. Witt preached, and 
Dr. Clarence Peters installed the 
newly elected officers. 

Rev. Alfred P. Klausler delivered 


the daily convention “messages,” 
which served as the basis for the dis- 
cussions directed by forty leaders. 
His talks dealt with the relation of 
science to religion, the challenge of 
the world’s growing population, an 

the fad of popularity and success. 

One of the convention features: 
was the two-level play “Daniel,” 
written by Rev. Robert Howard 
Clausen. The dramatic biography of 
Daniel was presented in both ancient: 
and modern dress. The 34-member 
cast was made up of young people as 
well as clergymen and _ professors 
from the Lutheran Players Company.’ 

On Sunday evening one of the 
largest crowds of the convention had4 
the opportunity to hear an interviews 
with Dr. John W. Behnken. Usings 
the technique of a news conference, 
five leaguers questioned Synod’ss 
President for more than an hour.. 

Wallace Bronner, Frankenmuth, . 
Mich., was elected president. He: 
succeeds Car] Heldt, Evansville, Ind... 
who held the office since 1955. Also: 
elected were: treasurer, Melvin Piep-- 
enbrink, Fort Wayne; executive: 
board members, Paul Simon, Troy, . 
Ill., and Ben Eggers, Colorado: 
Springs; secretary, Dorothy Herzog, 
Chicago; assistant secretary, Dorothy, 
Kramer, Oklahoma City. 

Biennial conventions will replace: 
the annual convention, according to’ 
an adopted resolution. Final ratifi- 
cation of this decision will be made 
by the convention at Michigan State 
University in 1959, when the new 
Walther League constitution will be 
presented. A; Pi Ke 


: 


Three Old Testament kings with two present-day teen-agers a 
seen in the three-act drama “Daniel.” L.—r.: Carol Ewen, Ho 


bart, Ind.; Marlene Atkinson, Hammond, Ind.; Carl Sorenson 
Chicago, as Belshazzar; John Jefferson, Indianapolis, Darius 


Paul Harms, Fort Wayne, Nebuchadnezzar. 


Goop For You! 


(Continued from page 8) 


mately 20,000,000 children in America 
who do not yet know Jesus as their 
Savior? Oh, what a privilege to have a 
part in leading them to Christ!” 

I could see now that my remarks 
were making an impression on Mrs. 
Brown, and I thanked God for it. She 
said, “Pastor, that was one of the most 
wonderful things I have ever heard. 
But I’m afraid I don’t have the ability 
to do this important work.” 


“What you say convinces me that 
you are a humble Christian. None of us 
is sufficient to do these things of our- 
selves. Our sufficiency comes from God 
alone. And before God can raise us up, 
we must first be humble. Indeed, we 
must become so small that we our- 
selves are nothing and Christ is All 
in all. Our intellectual gifts, like all 
other gifts, come from God,” I said. 

“Do you really think that the Lord 
would give me the necessary gifts to 
become a Sunday school teacher?” 

“Indeed I do, Mrs. Brown. ‘If any 
of you lack wisdom,’ says the holy 
writer, ‘let him ask of God that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him.’ The first 
requirement in Sunday school teachers 
is that they be faithful. When we are 
faithful in our trust, God gives us the 
necessary talents to do our work effi- 
ciently. Then, too, we will not expect 
you to take over a class immediately. 
We have a training course for new 
teachers. During that time you will 
also have the opportunity to observe 
one of our experienced teachers.” 

“T see it all in a different light now,” 
said Mrs. Brown; “in fact, I shall be 
happy to serve. I never realized how 
selfish I was until you spoke to me 
this evening. I shall consider my posi- 
tion as a Sunday school teacher an 
honor and a privilege.” 


She was interrupted by the return of 

the children and Mr. Brown, who came 
in with them. “Well,” she said, “you 
folks should have been here and heard 
what the pastor had to say. He has 
persuaded me to become a Sunday 
school teacher, and I’m going to start 
by practicing on this family.” 
- “Good for you, Pastor,” said Mr. 
Brown. “I’m sure she will be a real 
help to your Sunday school.” Then, 
turning to his wife, he said, “Good for 
you, Mother.” 

“Good for you, Mom,” chimed in 
the children as they stared in surprise. 

“Good for you!” These words re- 
echoed in my mind as I returned home, 
thanking God for giving us another 
valuable Sunday school teacher. 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


May an Elder Assist with Holy Communion? 


“Answer” Needs Clarification 


The answer to the question of 
whether or not an elder may assist with 
Holy Communion (July 29, 1958, 
WITNESS, page 17) needs clarification, 
especially since this answer was de- 
signed for lay consumption. 


The opening statement about the 
majority of our people favoring only 
ordained pastors at Communion is not 
a statement of fact. 

Furthermore, our church still uses 
the Word of God and the Confessions, 
not public opinion, for proper direction 
in spiritual matters. 

And what does our church teach on 
this particular subject? The Small Cate- 
chism states that Christ has given the 
power of the Office of the Keys to His 
church on earth; especially to every 
local congregation (Qu. 270). Dr. 
Koehler explains that “this power was 
not given to Peter alone . . . nor only 
to the apostles and the ordained clergy, 
but to all true believers, to all who have 
received the Holy Ghost and are God’s 
royal priesthood” (Annotated Cate- 
chism, p. 278). The Smalcald Articles 
also state that “The Keys have been 
given to the church, and not merely to 
certain persons.” (Concordia Triglotta, 
(D5: BYA3)), 

From all this it can be clearly seen 
that the Christian congregation decides 
who will perform the official public acts 
in their midst. The congregation could, 
if it so desired, appoint two laymen to 
officiate at the administration of Holy 
Communion, even though there were a 
dozen ordained pastors attending that 
very service. 

Nowhere are we told in Scripture that 
only theologically trained personnel are 
eligible administrants. Nowhere are we 
told in Scripture that official acts should 
ordinarily be performed by ordained 
pastors only. And nowhere in Scripture 
are we told that informed laymen may 
perform emergency Baptism only. 
Many of us have been led to believe 
these things by inference and practice 
rather than by statement. 


Although most of our congregations 
have chosen to bestow upon their pas- 
tors the administration of the official 
acts in their midst, it does not neces- 
sarily follow that these men are the 
only ones who should ordinarily per- 
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form them, unless certain emergencies 
arise. Our congregations would do well 
to use the devout laymen more in such 
capacities in order to impress upon 
them and the entire flock the tremen- 
dous responsibility that is theirs in be- 
ing a member of a Christian congrega- 
tion and a part holder of the Office of 


the Keys. ROBERT DosIEN 
Denver, Colo. 


Reply 


That Christ gave the power of the 
keys to His entire church and not 
merely to the clergy and that the local 
congregation has the right to appoint 
lay assistants in Communion services 
is readily granted. Still the normal 
practice of the Lutheran Church has 
always been to have this service per- 
formed by pastors. In fact, the practice 
of using teachers, elders, and other 
laymen is of very recent origin in our 
Synod. 

Christian pastors are a gift of the 
ascended Christ to His church (Eph. 
4:8). He Himself established certain 
requirements which those who would 
be pastors must meet (1 Tim. 3:2-7; 
Litus 1:5-9). 9 These” pastors are *tae 
“ministers of Christ and stewards (ad- 
ministrators) of the mysteries of God” 
(1 Cor.4:1). They receive special 
training for the manifold duties as- 
signed to them in connection with the 
public proclamation of the Gospel, of 
which the administration of the Holy 
Supper is a part. Hence it is the natural 
and normal thing for congregations to 
have these sacred duties performed by 
men trained for them. 


Yes, if a congregation decided to 
appoint several laymen to officiate when 
a number of ordained pastors are at- 
tending the service, the congregation 
would be within its rights. But whether 
such procedure would serve the com- 
mon good (1 Cor. 12:7), or the edi- 
fication of the church (1 Cor. 14:26), 
or the God-willed good order in the 
church (1 Cor. 14:40) is another ques- 
tion. No one will dispute the emer- 
gency use of such assistants, but need- 
less innovations do not serve the best 
interests of the church. The principle 
stated by St. Paul might apply here: 
“All things are lawful unto me, but all 
things are not expedient.” (1 Cor. 6:12) 


St. Louis, Mo. O. E. SOHN 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Alcoholism 


“I need help. I have a comfortable 
home and two lovely children. My hus- 
band has a good job. He is a kind fa- 
ther and considerate husband. But 
periodically he goes on a binge and 
does not show up for two or three days. 
When he does, he’s a mess. 

“As I sit wondering where he is, 
fearing that he will wreck his car, crip- 
ple himself, or kill someone in a traf- 
fic accident, it is not only my heartache 
and anxiety that crush me; it is also 
the effect of his example upon the chil- 
dren, the fear that he will lose his job, 
we will lose our home, and above all, 
the fear that he will be eternally lost. 

“T have talked and talked with him, 
but to no avail. What shall I do?” 


This letter could have been written 
by many Christian wives and mothers 
— perhaps by you. Alcoholism is the 
nation’s fourth-largest public health 
problem. One family in five, on the 
average, is concerned in some way with 
alcoholism. It costs industry at least 
a billion dollars a year. The toll in 
broken homes and lives cannot be esti- 
mated. 

Because the problem of alcoholism is 
complex and its cure difficult, families 
stand on the brink of despair when they 
face the situation in their own homes. 
It is easy to say, “What’s the use?” and 
give up. 

The future is not hopeless for the 
alcoholic. Difficult, yes, but not hope- 
less. As we come to grips with alcohol- 
ism, we can say: “We are perplexed, but 
not in despair.” 


Alcoholism is more than a moral 
problem that can be cured by scolding 
and “preaching.” It is a health problem 
and an emotional problem as well. Es- 
sentially it is also a spiritual problem in 
that Christianity has the specific for its 
cure. Of ourselves we can do nothing, 
“for it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of His good pleas- 


” 


ure. 


For the alcoholic the first step is to 
admit that he cannot control his drink- 
ing, that he is an alcoholic, that for him 
alcohol is poison. As a diabetic must 
realize that he cannot eat certain foods, 
so the alcoholic must recognize that his 
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system cannot stand alcohol. The way 
to control his drinking is not to drink. 

The second step for the alcoholic is 
to convince himself that he alone can- 
not lick his problem. Only by the grace 
of God can he win. The cardinal Bible 
truth, “By grace are ye saved, through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God,” applies with particular 
force to the alcoholic. There is no 
other salvation. 


The third step is to discover the cause 
for his drinking. Alcoholics seek an 
illusionary escape from their emotional 
frustrations and personal inadequacies. 
The alcoholic needs to search out his 
basic emotional and personality prob- 
lems, whether they are in himself, his 
marriage, or his home. A competent 
psychiatrist or alcoholic clinic may aid 
him in the search. An understanding 
pastor can help the alcoholic discover 
his underlying personality or charac- 
ter difficulty. 

Fourth, the alcoholic needs sympa- 
thetic help and encouragement. Many 
have found this in Alcoholics Anony- 
mous. A local group exists in most 
communities. Its admission require- 
ments are simple. The individual must 
admit that he is an alcoholic, that he 
cannot of himself overcome his prob- 
lem, but believes and trusts in God’s 
help, and that he faithfully attend the 
meetings of the group. 


The number of alcoholics who have 
been successfully rehabilitated is grow- 
ing. Alcoholics can be cured. These 
four steps lead the way: (1) Admission 
that one is an alcoholic. (2) Recogni- 
tion that one cannot solve this problem 
alone, but only by faith and trust in 
God’s help and grace through Christ. 
(3) Understanding the underlying per- 
sonality or character problem. (4) 
Sympathetic help and encouragement 
from family, pastor, and friends. 


EDGAR F. WITTE 


Note: “The Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Commit- 
tee, which welcomes suggestions for sub- 
jects to be treated in future articles, 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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DIAGNOSIS 


(Continued from page 2) 


author’s answer does not go beyond thes 
suggestions of “frank admission” and: 
“awareness of the predicament.” Het 
writes: “He who realizes that he is: 
separated from the ultimate source of! 
meaning shows by this realization that‘ 
he is not only separated, but also re-- 
united.” 

But how reunited? If a sinner is to} 
be saved, is it enough just to confess: 
his separation from God through sin?’ 
If a hapless tourist on a lonely desertt 
road finds himself with four flat tires: 
and no spares, is it enough just to ad-- 
mit that he is in a bad way? Doess 
candid admission of the circumstances 
repair the damage and put the motorist t 
again on his merry way? If so, the: 
reader should be let in on this mar-- 
velous mystery. 


Evaluation 


Tillich gives an exact diagnosis butt 
no cure. When he charges that tradi-- 
tional Christian symbols, creeds, teach-- 
ings, and “literal stories’ have fort 
modern man lost their “genuine mean-- 
ings,” you would expect him with all! 
haste to say what meanings in these: 
symbols are genuine. If “symbol” is to) 
be preferred to “literal story,” you await t 
his explanation of what “symbol” is 
But this he does not give. He tells you! 
that from past religious traditions one? 
cannot offer “to our time that which) 
does not fit our time.” What does fit?’ 

And what is this resurgence of re-- 
ligion all about? Tillich calls it man’s: 
“desperate and most futile attempt to? 
regain his lost dimension.” Again, all] 
negatives; no positives. 

In his unwillingness or inability to: 
offer anything better than what evan-- 
gelical Christianity offers industrious: 
and industrialized man, Tillich goes no: 
further than to diagnose human ills and | 
to debunk what he considers naive: 
Biblicism. 

Tillich, as he appears in the Post 
article, is not a Christian evangelist. He: 
is a religious philosopher communicat- | 
ing intelligibly with other religious 
philosophers, but for average people 
and for the common man he has no 
constructive message. 

Throughout the ages religious philos- 
ophers have questioned the applicability 
of the Bible’s message to their genera- 
tion and have tried to make it relevant. 
The hope of distraught mankind, how- 
ever, does not lie with what the re- 
ligious philosophers have to offer, but 
with the power of the Spirit through the 
everlasting Gospel, which the divine 
Author caused the sacred writers to re- 
veal in Holy Writ. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
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Lutheran Education Week 


During Lutheran Education Week 
Many congregations of the church pro- 
mote their entire program of Christian 
education. September 28 to October 4 
are the dates suggested for this year, 
which marks the 15th annual observ- 
ance of Lutheran Education Week. 

“Educate for Eternity” focuses on 
the child as an important member of 
the body of Christ. If we are to carry 
out the great commission of our Savior, 
we must do more than train our chil- 
dren for this life. 

To educate for eternity, we must 

— teach the Gospel to our children; 

—stress the fact that Christianity is 

a way of life; 

—help our children rely on the di- 

vine authority of God’s Word; 

—help the children know and ex- 

perience the blessed truth that 
those who believe in Christ have 
the blessing of eternal life. 


Every parish will benefit by participa- 
tion in Lutheran Education Week. 


61% of U.S. Population 
Holds Church Membership 


- Of the nation’s estimated 170,500,000 

people, 61% claim membership in 
churches or synagogs, the new Year- 
hook of American Churches reports. 
Membership now stands at 104,189,678 
for all faiths —a gain for the year of 
964,724 members. 

The annual compilation of church 
statistics, published by the National 
Council of Churches, covers 255 church 
bodies in the 48 states and the District 
of Columbia. The figures are compiled 
by the Council’s Bureau of Research 
and Survey from reports sent by 255 of 
the 267 church bodies listed. 
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Other figures of the church statistical 
year 1957 show: 

Sunday school enrollments rose 1.1% 
for a total of 40,359,772 (92% were 
Protestant) in 230 bodies furnishing 
Sunday school statistics. 

Per member contributions averaged 
$56.74 annually, an increase of 7.3% 
in 52 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
church bodies reporting. 

New church construction soared to 
a new all-time high of $868,000,000 — 
$93,000,000 over the previous year, 
and more than double 1950’s $409,000, 
000. These figures are based on U.°S. 
Department of Commerce reports. 

A membership breakdown by major 
faiths shows 59,823,777 Protestants, 
35,846,477 Roman Catholics, 5,500,000 
members of Jewish congregations, and 
2,540,446 Eastern Orthodox. 

In “families” of churches, Baptists 
lead with nearly 20,000,000 members of 
27 Baptist denominations; 12,059,400 
Methodists are in 22 Methodist bodies; 
7,529,773 Lutherans in 19 Lutheran 
bodies; and 4,043,052 Presbyterians in 
10 Presbyterian bodies. 


Church Membership as 
Percentage of Population 


1870 ____ 18% 1920 _. 43% 
1880 ___ . 20% 1930 _... 47% 
L390 22% 1940 49% 
L005 36% 1950S 57% 
1910 __. 43% (ey 2 (19% 


Deaths 


Ernest A. Grote, Jan. 9, 1897, Vin- 
cennes, Ind., to July 6, 1958, Detroit, 
Mich.; son of William and Hannah Bran- 
denberg Grote; graduated River Forest 
teachers college, 1922; served St. Stephen’s 
School, Detroit, from 1922 until the time 
of his death. Survivors: Alma Sagert 
Grote; daughters Lois Ansett and Marion 
Spiaser. Interment at Glen Eden Memo- 
rial Park. 


Henry D. C. HEISE, Nov. 25, 1878, 
Baltimore, Md., to July 6, 1958, McHenry, 
Ill.; son of Henry and Catherine Ernst 
Heise; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1900; 
parishes: Birmingham, Ala.; Farley, Mo.; 
Lohman, Mo.; Fairfield, Tl., 1912—28; 
Waukegan, Ill., 1928—5S0, when he retired. 
Survivors: Barbara Heise; daughters Lou- 
ise Schwerman, Elsa Knigge, and Helena. 
Funeral: July 9. 


CarL R. KLINKENBERG, March 9, 1924, 
Deer River, Minn., to July 13, 1958, 
Jamestown, N. Dak.; son of Rev. Hubert 
and Charlotte Becker Klinkenberg; grad- 
uated Springfield seminary, 1950; parishes: 
McClusky and Jamestown, N. Dak. Sur- 
vivors: Elda Miller Klinkenberg; sons 
Richard, David, Paul, Mark, Jonathan; 
daughters Karen and Kathleen. Funeral: 
July 16, Jamestown; July 17, Almena, 
Wis.; interment, Almena. 


(429) 


G. ALBERT SCHULZE, Dec. 16, 1879, 
New York, N. Y., to July 24, 1958, Peeks- 
kill, N. Y.; son of Rev. Ernst and Louise 
Langheinrich Schulze; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1901; parishes: Middletown, 
Conn.; Schenectady, N. Y.; Albany, N. Y., 
1911—50, when he retired. Vice-President 
of the Atlantic District, 1927—32. Sur- 
vivors: Paula Steup Schulze; sons Rev. 
Eldor, Hartwin, and Arnold. Funeral: 
July 27, Peekskill; interment, St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Cemetery, Albany. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Besalski, Robert C., Trinity, Orlando, Fla., by 
Allen H. D. Besalski, Aug. 3. 

Eckelman, Robert, Bethlehem, Sylvan Grove, 
Kans., by Edwin F. Peter, July 27. 

Graesser, Donald, St. Paul, Providence, R.I., 
by Karl Graesser, July 20. 

Henning, J. C., St. Paul, Houston, Tex., by 
Hobart Meyer, July 27. 

Hermetz, Harold G., St. Paul, Foley, Ala., by 
C. E. Soderstrom, Aug. 3. 

Huber, John G., St. John, San _ Francisco, 
Calif., by Arthur Brohm, Sr., July 13. 

Peters, Edward F., St. Paul, Lakewood, Ohio, 
by Edward E. Peters, June 29. 

Walta, Arnold, Our Redeemer, Chicago, Il., 
by W. T. Janzow, July 27. 

Winger, Roger E., Trinity, Fisherville, Ont., 
by Pres. W. O. Rathke, July 27. 

Black, Donald G., asst., Trinity, Houston, 
Tex., by Oliver R. Harms, July 20. 

Boettcher, Loren, Good Shepherd, Transcona, 
Manitoba, by A. E. Koslowsky, July 20. 

Borchelt, Herbert E., Christ, Hillsboro, Tex., 
by Francis Machina, July 27. 

Eifert, Paul G., Our Savior, London, Ont., by 
Clarence J. Killinger, July 27. 

Fichtelmann, Donald R., Pacific Hills, Omaha, 
Nebr., by Norman Temme, July 20. 

Fischer, Roger C., Zion, Warren; Immanuel, 
Radium; and Trinity, Hallock, Minn., by 
E. W. Borchert, July 27. 

Frey, John D., Trinity, Clinton, and Trinity, 
Creighton, Mo., by Paul Ph. Spitz, July 20. 

Hein, Paul, Emmanuel, Moose Jaw, Sask., by 
T. L. Ristine, July 20. 

Hey, Lowell M., Redeemer, Corning, N. Y., 
by Charles Frenzel, July 20. 

Iverson, Theodore, Zion, Magnolia, Iowa, by 
Lewis R. Reinemann, July 27. 

Joeckel, David B., asst., St. Paul, New Orleans, 
La., by Wm. Wedig, July 13. 

Kartechner, Carl, Grace, Oshawa, 
F. A. Gumz, July 27. 

Klemp, John A., St. Paul, Flaxton; St. John, 
Larson; and St. Mark, Portal, N. Dak., by 
M. J. Haerther, July 13. 

Klemz, Roger E., asst., First English, New 
Orleans, La., by Pres. Edgar Homrighausen, 
July 23. 

Milbrath, Gerald L., St. Paul, McGregor, and 
Our Redeemer, Elkader, Iowa, by Pres. W. 
D. Oetting, Aug. 3. 

Naegele, Warren L., Trinity, 
St. John, Dana, Iowa, by H. 
July 20. 

Oberheu, Robert, St. John, McClusky, N. Dak., 
by Pres. L. K. Meyer, July 20. 

Paulson, Warren L., Trinity, Newberry, and 
Grace, Germfask, Mich., by W. E. Maas, 
July 13. 

Rathgeber, Benjamin G., Christ, Lincoln, and 
Trinity, Dime Box, Tex., by Albert F. Jesse, 
July 27. 

Riemer, Milton, Trinity, Egypt Mills, Mo., by 
Wilbur Maring, July 27. 

Saloga, Richard, Trinity, Hunter, Kans., by 
Edwin F. Peter, July 20. 

Schneider, Walter M., Mount Calvary, Villisca, 
Iowa, by W. H. Discher, July 27. 

Snyder, Walter W., Grace, Denison, and 
St. James, Honey Grove, Tex., by C. A. 
Gaertner, July 27. 

Strasen, Luther G., St. Martin, 
Wis., by B. T. Strasen, July 13. 

Taykowski, Theodore R., Zion, 
Nebr., by W. A. Meyer, Aug. 3. 

Thaler, Earl J., as missionary to the Deaf in 
New England area, in St. John, Youngs- 
town, N. Y., by Elvin J. Riemer, July 6. 


Ont., by 


Dayton, and 
D. Stahmer, 


Clintonville, 


Wellfleet, 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Schuessler, Deane L., as missionary to Japan, 
in Our Redeemer, Chicago, Ill., by O. H. 
Schmidt, July 27. 
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Installed: FSSTOrS 


Alger, Thorvald, St. Peter, Devils Lake, and 
St. Paul, Penn, N. Dak., by R. P. Malotky, 
July 27. 

Behrens, Howard, St. Matthew and Immanuel, 
Almena, Wis., by Harold F. Winter, July 20. 

Boehm, Lester H., Zion, St. Libory, Nebr., by 
H. C. Moellering, July 20. 

Bolin, Richard L., St. John, Random Lake, 
Wis., by Reinhard Jagow, July 27. 

Buehner, Tobias H., First, Lucerne, Calif., by 
Albert C. Young, July 20. 

Dreyer, Martin P., Zion, Red Cloud, Nebr., by 
Edwin Suelfiow, July 27. 

Dueker, Arthur, Trinity, Egeland, N. Dak., by 
M. J. Gohdes, July 20. : 
Friedrichs, Roland G., St.John, Beloit, Wis., 

by M. C. Droegemueller, July 20. 

Geerdes, Bernard C., St. John, Independence, 
Ohio, by Oscar C. Klemp, July 27. : 
Graesser, Donald, St. John, Climbing Hill, 

Iowa, by Earl P. Merz, July 27. 

Heinicke, Martin W., Zion, Ashton, Idaho, 
by R. L. Thoelke, July 27. 

Hodde, Im. F., as chaplain of Lutheran Hos- 
pital, at Pilgrim, Santa Monica, Calif., by 
Pres. Victor L. Behnken, Feb. 23. 

Jarus, August, Faith, Carthage, Mo., by Nor- 
bert F. Roschke, July 6. 

Juengel, Kurt E., Faith, Ottawa, Kans., by 
W. G. Biel, Aug. 3. 

Kramer, Gustav O., Salem, Farrar, Mo., by 
A. O. Kaltwasser, Aug. 3. 

Mack, Luther J., Zion, Atikokan, Ont., by 
Alvin H. Franzmeier, July 13. 

Meyer, Waldemar E., Redeemer, Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., by Carl Hiller, July 20. 

Schulz, Victor P., Christ, Perry, Okla., by 
Pres. A. E. Behrend, July 27. 

Shiley, Loren J., St. Mark, N. Tonawanda, 
N. Y., by Paul Fretthold, July 20. 

Stahnke, August C., Grace, Cloverdale, Calif., 
by Albert C. Young, July 27. 

Stephan, Luther V., Peace, Antigo, Wis., by 
Pres. L. H. Goetz, Aug. 3. 

Uhlig, John, as Executive Secretary of the 
California and Nevada District, in Re- 
deemer, Oakland, Calif., by Pres. Arthur C. 
Nitz, June 16. 

Voelzke, Paulus, Peace, Tustin, Calif., by 
Martin Wiersig, July 20. 

Walther, Walter F., St. John, Vergas, Minn., 
by Elden H. Martens, Aug. 3. 

Woidke, Henry W., St. Paul and Salem, Tay- 
lorsville, N.C., by R. P. Sieving, July 20. 


Installed: ae Ene 


Beccue, Otto G., Immanuel, Matteson, Ill., by 
Adolph E. Ullrich, July 20. 

Bickel, Cand. Eugene, St. John, Aliceville, 
Kans., by Fred R. Lammert, Aug. 3. 

Black, Cand. Kenneth, Immanuel, Hillside, 
Ill., by E. H. Pittelko, Aug. 3. 

Doering, W. O., Our Savior, Houston, Tex., 
by W. A. Gerdes, July 27. 

Fechner, Walter, St. Peter, Lodi, Calif., by 
W. F. Schlueter, July 20. 

Firnhaber, Walter C., St. Paul, Ellsworth, 
Kans., by Louis O. Hemmann. July 27. 

Hille, Wilton, Zion, Terra Bella, Calif., by 
A. T. J. Irmer, July 20. 

Hilpert, Cand. Norman, Trinity and Immanuel, 
Ludell, Kans., by Paul F. Siegel, July 27. 

Kebschull, Allen, as director of religious edu- 
cation, in Emanuel, Lancaster, Ohio, 
July 27. 

Kramer, Frederick, Grace, St. Louis, Mo., by 
G. E. Nitz, July 27. 

Kunz, Reynold, Our Redeemer, Houston, Tex., 
by G. W. Fickenscher, July 27. 

Mueller, Glenn F., St. John, Merrill, Wis., by 
W. F. Ludwig, July 27. 

Mueller, John L., Epiphany, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Lewis Eickhoff, Aug. 3. 

Rockwood, Cand. Keith, First Good Shepherd, 
Las Vegas, Nev., by Martin Paul, July 13. 
Scheuerlein, Cand. Larry, St. John, Suring, 

Wis., by E. L. Wendling, July 27. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Herbert C. Rose, Jacksonville, Ill., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Illinois Valley 
Circuit of the Central Illinois District to suc- 
ceed Rev. Howard W. Tepker, who has ac- 
cepted the position of assistant professor at 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield. — ALvin W. 
MuEtter, President, Central Illinois District. 


Rev. R. Langbecker, Walla Walla, Wash., 
has been appointed Visitor of Circuit 9 of the 
Northwest District. He succeeds Rev. A. 
Beawer, who accepted a call into another 
District. — Cart H. Bensene, President, North- 
west District. 


The following appointments to the staff 
of Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
have been accepted: Rev. Harvey Stegemoel- 
ler, Elmore, Ohio, as assistant professor in 
the division of social sciences; Rev. Paul 
Schroeder, assistant professor in history; Rev. 
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Harold Maleske, assistant professor in_sociol- 
ogy; Luther Kriefall, instructor in English. 


Prof. Victor Streufert has declined the ap- 
pointment of assistant professor in the di- 
vision of social sciences. — C. E. Auticx, Sec- 
retary, Board of Control. 


Call Accepted 


The Board of Control of Concordia College, 
Milwaukee, Wis., announces that William C. 
Ackmann of Concordia College, Milwaukee, 
has been called as associate professor of reli- 
gion and counseling and has accepted the 
call. — Fetrx KretzscHMmar, Secretary. 


Available 


Used oak pews, varnish finish; 28 pews are 
12 ft. outside length; 6 are shorter. — HERBERT 
H. Kroemer, Trustee, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Lowden, Iowa. 


A Se Changes of Address 


Barlag, Roy, 421 Broad St., Winfield, Kans. 

Bischoff, Lester L., 620 Bowman Rd., Wis- 
consin Dells, Wis. 

Braun, Elmer W., 3011 Charbourne Rd., 
Shaker Heights 20, Ohio 

Brelje, Milford C., 40 Mandalay, Man- 
chester, Mo. : 

Buls, Prof. Harold H., 1502 E. Sixth St., 
Winfield, Kans. 

Clausen, Robert, 1348 Taft St., Gary, Ind. 

Cloeter, O. H., 225 Minnesota Place, Fari- 
bault, Minn. 

Dede, Prof. Albert, em., Marathon, Fla. 

Droegemueller, Theo., em., 600 Middle St., 
Leavenworth, Kans. 

Eggert, Edward F., 316 Lambeth Lane, 
St. Louis 25, Mo. 

Frank, Victor C., 2703 N.Sherman Blvd., 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. 

Ginkel, Donald F., Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Highway 25 and Spencer, Creston, Iowa 

Graef, Herman, 5070 Lake Ave., Omaha, 
Nebr. 

Greunke, Dean, Box 27, Dillsboro, Ind. 

Grothe, Chaplain Albert F., Hq. 36th Air 
Base Group, APO 132, New York, N. Y. 

Hauser, Martin, em., 820 N. Estey, Luverne, 
Minn. 

Heckmann, Eugene E., 1014 Ruby Lane, 
Orange, Tex. 

Huber, John G., 390 W. Laverne Ave., 
Pomona, Calif. 

Jensen. I. R., 611 32d Ave., East Moline, 
I 


Jarus, August, 111 S. Maple, Carthage, Mo. 

Kanning, Ernest H., 210 Wilbrod St., 
Ottawa 2, Ontario, Canada 

Katt, Chaplain Alvin A., Hq. 28th Bom- 
bardment Wing (SAC), Ellsworth AFB, 
S. Dak. 

Katt, Arthur F., em., 220 E. Prince St., 
Pinecastle-Orlando, Fla. 

Kiefer, K. H., Trinity Lutheran Church 
Office, 6th and Wilson, Okmulgee, Okla. 

Kieninger, Elmer C., 1800 N. E. 41st St., 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 

Kochendorfer, Leonard, 44 Willow Ave., 
North Pelham, N. Y. 

Koehler, James, 2504 S. Shartel, Oklahoma 
City 9, Okla. 

Krieger, Herbert J., 30 Carter Ave., Day- 
ton 5, Ohio 

Kritsch, Herbert J., 64 Norseman St., 
Toronto 18, Ont., Canada 

peed ep ls E., 106 Cedar Dr., Plainview, 


Lapp, Orlen W., 440 First Ave., E., North 
Bay, Ont., Canada 

eee Ronald D., 291 Tenth, Burlington, 

olo. 

Linnemeier, Oscar W., em., 234 Lincoln St., 
Columbus, Ind. 

Lorberg, Frederick W., 2858 Post St., Jack- 
sonville 5, Fla. 

Machinske, A. W., 6636 E. Michigan, 
Indianapolis 19, Ind. 

Mather, Elwood E., Jr., 12 Nicholas Square, 
New Milford, Conn. 

Meyer, Edward A., 1511 Jefferson, La 
Porte, Ind. 

Misterek, Wallace F., 2094 Laurinda PIl., 
San Diego 5, Calif. 

Peterson, Howard M., 1185 Parkway, Salem, 


Oreg. 

Pittelko, R. D., 801 Solomon Place, New 
Orleans 19, La. 

Pool, Charles H., c/o Bethel Lutheran 
ches 3651 Wilson Ave., Grandville, 
ich. 

Preisinger, Don C., 2300 Jerome Lane, 

St. Louis, Il. Tree ag sak 

Rall, Eugene, 66th St. and 16th Ave., S 
Minneapolis 23, Minn. 

ee James P., 208 Pasewalk, Norfolk, 
ebr. 

Rengstorf, Walter H., 2435 Swan Blvd. 

Ri tee 13, Wis. Mei 
itthamel, ranklin W., 8430 Mi 
Overland 14, Mo. ey 
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Teachers: 


Schoech, Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Oscar 
Hq. 4th Log. Command (C), APO 12, 
Y, 


Nike 

Stegemoeller, Prof. Harvey, Concordia S$) 
College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Stephan, Luther V., 240 Lincoln St., An 
tigo, Wis. 

Stock, Walter F., 640 Fifth Ave., W., Her 
dersonville 1, N.C. : . 

Temple, Evan J., 1658 S. Main, Williti 
Calif. 

Thaler, Earl J., 104 Burncoat St., Worces 
ter 5, Mass. 3 

Trinklein, Edgar A., 124 E. Amelia Ave’ 
Orlando, Fla. 

Wagner, Alvin E., c.r.m., 102 S. St. Pau 
St., Apt.12, Austin, Minn. 
Walther, W., Vergas, Minn. | 
Weidenschilling, Dr. John M., 2531 Sist St 
N., St. Petersburg 10, Fla. , 
Wendling, O. J., 2733 Dover St., Longview 
Wash. 

Wenzel, Elmer, 1720 N.E. 132d Ave., Por 
land 30, Oreg. 

Winter, Herman C., em., 924 St. Clair Ave 
St. Paul 5, Minn. 

Woidke, Henry W., Box 221, Taylorsville 
N.'C 


Zanow, Prof. Paul, 3373 N. 46th St., Mili 
waukee 16, Wis. 

Zeitler, Lester, 853 Reina Del Mar, Shar 
Park, Calif. 

Zucker, Frederick R., em., 341 Octavia 
New Orleans 15, La. ; 


Augustin, Ivan, 440 Oak, Waynesboro, Va 
Behren, Erich von, 9026 Appleton, De 
troit 39, Mich. 
Bender, Edgar L., 2469 17th St. Wyandotte: 
ic 


M : 
Burroughs, Martin E., 1709 S. Woodland 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Buss, Walter A., 3417 Bismarck St., Vernon 


Tex. 
ae James, 955 N. 34th St., Milwaukee 8! 
is. 
Erxleben, Arnold C., Concordia Teachers 
Reece: 800 N. Columbia Ave., Sewardc 
ebr. 
Gefeke, Lawrence, 22127 Colony, St. Clai:i 
Shores, Mich. 
Gross, Robert W., 3615 E. Cortlandk 
Fresno 3, Calif. 
Hardt, Prof. Henry L., em., 3924a W. Lis- 
bon Ave., Milwaukee 8, Wis. 
Hardt, Walter, 525 N. Columbia Ave.: 
Seward, Nebr. 
Hellwege, Prof. Walter E., 115 E. Hillcress 
Dr., Seward, Nebr. 
Hingst, Duane E., 6817 Raymond Ave.: 
University City 14, Mo. 
Huebschmann, Dr. E. C., 2004 Florida: 
Alamogordo, N. Mex. 
Keser Allen C., 1327 Wetsell, Lancaster: 
io 
a ae O., 22305 Oxford, Dearborn: 
ich. 
Krause, Edward B., R. 2, Hanover, Kans. 
Lisius, Gerhard H., 1935 W. Tenth Place: 
Gary, Ind. 
Luebke, Martin F., 1508 Whittier, Spring- 
field, Ill. 
ies tron James, 2344 N. Fifth St., Clinton, 
owa 
Maschhoff, Gust. L., em., Lutheran Alten- 
2 8721 Halls Ferry Rd., St. Louis 15, 
to) 


Mohr, Walter, 705 Hacienda Ave., San Lo- 
renzo, Calif. j 
Muench, Herbert E., 1139 Northdale St., 

St. Louis 15, Mo. 
Novitch, Julian M., 1200 Otter Ave., Osh- 
Gi 
e, rof. Harold W., 12 | 
Reet, Minn. an 
ickels, obert E., 505 N. Ni 
Maywood, Il. ah Av¢, 
air Carl, 169 Martigney Dr., Lemay 23, 


oO. 
Wittmer, Wm. F., 6501 Sh 2 
E craigs ae 10, Minn. rw an 
emke, enman, Ji, 2iGe ane ? 
Wheaton, Ill. Derchouay 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LurHreran Wrrtness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the WITNESS 
ar 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 


Mo. 


, Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE! 


Letters 


- Library, Trivandrum, South India 


Funds from U.S. Build Library 


Funds received from America built the 
new Reading Room and Library for use 
‘on the Teachers Training School Com- 
pound in Trivandrum, Kerala, South India. 

The library has three rooms: the stack- 
room is in the center. On either side is 
a reading room —one for boys and one 
for girls — the only reading room for girls 
in this area. 

Only a very basic library of some Ma- 
dayalam books and magazines is now 
provided. In addition are magazines sent 
from America; these serve for reading 
‘purposes and assist in reference work. We 
hope to add other books later. 

At present the reading room is open to 
‘students and young people on the mission 
compound, although the room will later 
be made available to a wider circle of 


people. Mrs. G. R. STELTER 
Trivandrum, Kerala 
South India 


50 Letters in One Week 


“Bringing the Light of the Gospel to 
‘Shine in the Hearts of the Blind” (WrrT- 
NEss, August 12) brought a wonderful re- 
sponse. Synod’s Board for Missions to 
the Blind is indeed gratified. 

At least 50 letters in one week came 
to the Lutheran Library for the Blind 
from people who want to become volun- 
teer transcribers of Braille. 

_ The library also received a large vol- 
ume of mail, similar to the following 
excerpt, asking us to send Braille books 
and Talking Book records to Christian 
blind folks: 

- “My mother-in-law, a member of Re- 
deemer Lutheran Church in South Bend, 
is now totally blind. She does not read 
Braille because of her age. She has 
a Talking Book Machine, given by the 
Library of Congress. She does not receive 
religious records. 

“After reading the WITNESS, I notice 
our church has a library for the Blind and 
know she would enjoy receiving your 
records. 

“She is not only blind, but also an am- 
putee and cannot go to her church any 
more. She is in her sixties and misses 
going to church very much.” 

Anyone interested in becoming a Braille 
transcriber may write direct to the chair- 
man of our Transcription Committee, Mrs. 
Albert Warnke, 1489 Van Buren Ave., 
Des Plaines 7, Ill. 

Mrs. MARGARET HOFFMANN 
Librarian, Lutheran Library 
for the Blind 


3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


Blind Girl’s Picture in Cornerstone 


The enclosed excerpt from our local 
newspaper of August 11 will interest you: 

“The cornerstone of the chapel unit of 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church was laid 
Sunday. John L. E. Boardman, architect, 
placed the cornerstone box which, along 
with more than 20 other items, contained 
the latest copy of the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 

“On the cover of the magazine was a 
picture of sightless five-year-old Patty Mc- 
Phail of Mason City, Iowa. Rev. Roschke 
stated that a letter had been sent the little 
Sunday school girl telling her that her 
picture had been placed into the corner- 
stone box. Patty sings in her church’s 
children’s choir and is a good pupil in 
her Sunday school class.” 

When the Southeast Missourian — Cape 
Girardeau’s daily — got wind of the hu- 
man-interest story, they gave it publicity 
the day after the ceremony. 

Along with other details of the event, 
the news account gave us Christians an- 
other opportunity to “shout” from front- 
page lines to the community that “The 
Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ. 
Her Lord: 


FRANCIS ROSCHKE, Pastor 
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 


Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


First Step 


We need closer ties between religion 
and medicine. These two forces can work 
together for the Christian service of man- 
kind. The mental health clinic of the Lu- 
theran Medical Center in Brooklyn (July 
15, 1958, WITNEss, p. 6) is to be con- 
gratulated for taking this first step to bring 
religion and the healing arts closer to- 


gether. LOREN R. ELLWEIN 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Sold to the District 


Ebenezer Lutheran Church is located 
on Chicago’s West Side, which has re- 
cently changed in its racial make-up. 

This summer, for the first time in its 
history, Ebenezer conducted a full-scale 
vacation Bible school. Enrollment totaled 
170, of whom 143 were children from 
outside the congregation. 

When most of the former membership 
moved away from the vicinity of Eben- 
ezer, the congregation, instead of selling 
its property to any other church group, 
sold the church, parsonage, and school 
building to the Northern [linois District 
for $22,000. 


Today Ebenezer, subsidized by the Dis- 
trict Mission Board, is growing again on 
an interracial basis. 


KENNETH R. YOUNG, Pastor 
Chicago, III. 


My Birthday Gift to Christ 


Born in the year 1958. 


Birthplace: Zion Lutheran Church, Sno- 
homish, Wash. 

Name: “My Birthday Gift to Christ.” 

WHEREAS, God in His grace and mercy 
has called us into His kingdom to be 
workers together with Him; and 


WHEREAS, There is a great shortage of 
men and women who devote their whole 
time to the service of the Lord; and 


WHEREAS, God has asked us to “pray 
the Lord of the harvest that He will send 
forth laborers into His harvest”; and 

WHEREAS, The love of Christ should 
constrain us, and it is also our duty as 
members of God’s kingdom, to do our 
part in helping men and women to pre- 
pare for the ministry and teaching pro- 
fession; and 

WHEREAS, There are, no doubt, many 
young men and women who would gladly 
offer themselves to become missionaries, 
pastors, teachers, or deaconesses, if they 
had the funds to prepare for this service; 
therefore be it 


Resolved, That a fund be established 
to be known as “My Birthday Gift to 
Christ”; and be it further 

Resolved, That every communicant 
member of our congregation be ap- 
proached to make a donation on his or 
her birthday toward this fund in any 
amount he or she chooses; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That a Board of Governors 
consisting of one member of each of the 
organizations of the congregation be 
elected to administer this fund; and be 
it finally 

Resolved, That this fund be administered 
in the following manner: 

a. Applicants, approved by the Board 
of Governors, to receive help in paying 
for room and board, books, doctor, and 
hospital; 

b. This money to be an outright gift 
to those who have been accepted and who 
will complete their training for the work 
in the kingdom of God; 

c. Those who do not complete their 
training for this work shall pay back into 
this fund all moneys received for such 
training, unless for reasons of health they 
had to discontinue their studies. 


For more details, write: 
G. C. Haack 


330 Ave. C 
Snohomish, Wash. 


Vacation Bible School at Ebenezer Church on Chicago’s West Side 
(431) 


23 


Choose from THROUGH GATES OF SPLENDOR — 
JUDAS — SHADOW OF THE ROCK — and 3 other 
highly valued books as your introduction to mem- 
bership in the CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB. All books 
are original publisher’s edition. 


Out of the jungles of Ecuador, where the Christian world was 
shocked in January of 1956 when word came that five missionaries 
had been ruthlessly killed by the dreaded Auca Indians, comes 
this thrilling and thought-provoking story by Elisabeth Elliot. 

Some of the account will be known from the press releases 
and pictures made at the time of the tragedy and from Life and 
Reader's Digest, which carried major news stories. Mrs. Elliot, 
a widow of one of the missionaries, has woven all these facts 
together. Drawing on diaries and letters of the missionaries and 
on her own experience, she has written a stirring mission epic. 


As you read this saga, you will agree with Abe van Der Puy 
of the missionary station HCJB in Quito. 


He writes in the fore- 


Outstanding Book Values 


WITH MEMBERSHIP IN 


CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB 


You can have any 2 of the books shown for only 


with membership 


word: “As | pored over the details of this modern missionary 
epic, | found myself humbled by the example of their Christian 
consecration.” 

Sixty-four pages of illustration greatly enhance the deep 
interest and value of this book. Those who have read THROUGH 
GATES OF SPLENDOR will tell you it is well worth the $3.75 
bookstore price. You can have it together with another book of 
your choice for only $2.95. 

Membership in the CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB is your oppor- 
tunity to build a library of good books which you can be proud 
to share with your family and friends. Reach for a pencil right 
now and check off any two of the books shown. They're yours for 
only $2.95 with an introductory membership in the CONCORDIA 
BOOK CLUB. Future selections and alternates will be described 
for you in the bimonthly ‘‘Previews” bulletin. All you do is agree 
to buy as few as four additional books or alternates during the 
next twelve months, and for every four additional books you accept 
you will receive a free dividend book. Mail your application 
today, while this special book offer lasts. 


Check the Two Books of Your Choice. Mail Your Application Today 


THROUGH GATES OF SPLENDOR 
by Elisabeth Elliot 


(0 Nothing in modern literature 

has dramatized so strikingly 
the collision of old and new, of 
darkness and light, as this saga 
of five missionary martyrs. These 
men were the first in centuries to 
penetrate the dreaded land of the 
Auca Indians with the message of 
Christ's redemption, only to be 
ambushed and slain. 


List Price: $3.75 


WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE LOW 
by Henry Rische 


() Often the lights are low. Often 
one feels bored and bitter — 
even despondent. Then one needs 
a friendly encouraging pat on the 
shoulder and words of comfort and 
help. Here is not just another 
semireligious ‘‘uplift’’ guide, but 
a book of definite, basic Christian 
truth expressed with beauty and 
sincerity. Lovely gift binding. 


List Price: $2.50 


SHADOW OF THE ROCK 
by Gina Norgaard 


( An intensely gripping and au- 

thentic picture of the hardships 
common to those great people, the 
early pioneers of the Western 
frontier before the turn of the 
century, who endured harsh winters 
and primitive living conditions to 
homestead the Dakotas. You'll try 
to read this absorbing novel in one 
session! 


List Price: $3.75 


THE CROSS 
AND THE COMMON MAN 
by Herman W. Gockel 


(J The author, religious director 
of television's most popular 
inspirational program, ‘‘This Is the 
Life,’’ here presents a way to 
share your faith with nonreligious 
friends. ‘‘'The most successful ap- 
proach | have read to the problem 
of making profoundest theology 
crystal clear.'’ — Daniel Poling 


List Price: $2.00 


JUDAS 
by Anton and Elly Van Heurn 


( What made him do it? Judas 
is a fascinating Biblical novel 
which attempts to unlock the mys- 
tery of this disciple. The historical 
background, the colorful people of 
the times, the natural crescendo of 
those last final days, and the great 
drama of the Crucifixion are skill- 
fully combined in this novel. 


List Price: $3.75. 


LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


by Allan H. Jahsmann 
and Martin Simon 


(J Do you have difficulty finding 

‘the right material to make 
your family devotions interesting 
and vital? Here is something really 
different for families with school- 
age boys and girls. Written espe- 
cially for children, but with Bible 
readings and discussions for young 
people and grownups too. Makes 
an excellent gift. 


List Price: $3.00 


CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB 


3558 South Jefferson Ave. 
Saint Louis 18, Missouri 


You may enroll me as a new member of the CONCORDIA 
BOOK CLUB. 


Please send me the TWO books checked at the left at only 
$2.95 plus small shipping cost. Future selections and al- 
ternates will be described for me in the bimonthly ‘‘Previews” 
bulletin, and | may decline any book simply by returning 
the printed form always provided. | agree to buy as few 
as four additional books (or alternates) during the next 
twelve months; and | may resign at any time thereafter. 
| will receive a free Dividend Book for every four additional 
books | accept. 


L] If cash accompanies membership request, books will be 
sent prepaid. 


L] Please bill me. 


sh ale 


